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CHATIRMAN OF COMMITTEES, ELEC-
:1:.(71_391.,; erel et TION?’ oy

* ~Thew MINISTER - .-FOR ! EDUOCATION
{(Hon. H. P. Colebatch—East) {5.25]: It
“will be within the knowledge of hon. mem-
“bers that-sitiee- the: last ‘Sessioni isf Parlia-
‘ment oux Chairman,of Cnmm.xttqes wayg.de-
.feated at the polle. Without in_any way

detracting from the welcome which I am .

sure we, all. extend  to .his - puggessor, Mr,
Baglin,'T aw confident I ghall be voicing
the “feelings of lhon. membnrs if I éhy that
from the pérsondl standpbm‘t we all’ deel?ly
‘regret that“Mr. Allen ig po"lofigés’ With; /b,
He ‘made an admirable’ chairinan, his con-
‘tributions to debate were alwa,ys of value,
.and he was a very good’ friénd to all of us.
However,' he was. defedted: al! the polls, and
-1t I8 . nows netessary for us-to ﬁll the office
igf " Chaitman- of Committees,” There’forei'l
"haveriplesaure’ in'. movmg— -

L Uhet My Bwing be’ eieetea 23 'Chair-
gnan oi: C'omm1ttees in this House

Eb .3 C:‘UN'NI\TGHAM (North-East)
[5 2617 1T ha.ve pleasure in seennﬂmg ‘the
‘neminktioh. ' Toh. membérd will dgree thit

-we hdve in” Mt Ewiog a,dian who, will
make a4 Teally good Chalrmam ‘of Commit-
tbes; one who will ‘5 his best i 'sateguird
‘the inteFesty'’of hon!'hbiibery "1™ haVe
ple&sure in seeondmg the nomn']a,tlon _—
" Hon. J. EWI\TG (Solith-West) [5. 27] I
-am ‘deeply sensible of the "honour conferrsd
“upoii me, and I submit, myse,lf to ‘the will
-of the Couneil. cy hvee
Questmn put and passea R

desu’e to " express my gratrtu&e to hon
members for having conferred this. Thonour
-upon me, I-can assure thém all that I.will de
my level best to earry ont the duties of the
‘position, majntain, the . Jrivileges - of . hon,
members and upheld the, prestage _my, pre-
-decessor established.in the, jpast. ;T am at
a disadvantage, beganse I have heen .prs-
-ceded by such excellent men of marked. tact
-and ability, in whom the, House has had
‘the greatest confidence, and I can only
hope that when my term expires it will be
found. that I have af least endeayoured tp
‘live up to the traditions of, the past. [ w1.11
+do my level best, and I hope I shall, give
-entire sahs_factmn to hon. members, -

BILL—SUPELY.
In Committee,. ete.

Bill passed through “Committee mthout
-debate, reported without amendment aﬂd
. “the report adopted.

Read a third time and Ipassed.: T

N : adjourned at 532 pm.
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ﬁ‘*"l‘he BPEAKER tndk the’ Ohs:u at 4.30

v

pm " rmd iehd"prayers
QUESTION~—0LD AGE EfENSI.O\ ERS
. ., RATIONS, ..

-

~ 1[1- ROOK'E‘,-,askeil‘ the Colomal Secretary

1,7In view.pf-lis reply: to a question .relat-
ing to fthe: discontinuande of - the -issue of
rations to 'persons at. Fremantle sin-,receipt
of old age pensmns, in which he stated that

the responsibility -of providing for aged per-

sons rests tpon the Commonwealth Govern-
ment; and tiiaf véry few cases -are affected,
will he redonsider hia decision and order the
isgue of*’rationg to contimue, pending further
|1egotiéti01i§ with the Conmiméinweslth Govern-
mdnt, ‘in viéw of* the- faet -that ' fifteen pen-
swném i auffelmg deverely by resson of
thefr’ 1na.b1]1t to' ‘obtain' sifficient food? 2,
Is he'awate: gxat instructions have been given
to discbntanue fhe 'issug’ of rations known as

extras which incliide ' milk, rice, “sago,
and’ oatmea’l to m{hgent pérsons? 3; It so,
will he, £ive further dongiddration to the ques-
tign. as it espocially relates to ‘the .cases of
children®, 4, Ts ths saving alleged to be
effected due to the activities of the recently
appointed bugsihess manager, "Mr. Simpson?

‘The: MENISTER FOR MINES (for the
Colonial Seeretary) replied: 1, If any of
these pensioners, are unable to obtain suffi-
cient feod they have -the-right-te apply for
admission. to either of' the homes for the
apged. 2, Yes; as the issue was being abused.
3,- The officer at Fremantle was -instructed
40 report ‘specially 4o head office in auy de-
serving ‘dase. These ate being considered-on
their merity, 4, As:regards pensloners yesy
as regarﬂs Bxh'as, me, T

' t P AT
QUESTTO\" ‘BOR'[NG PLANT.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN asked te Minister
for Works: 1, Is he aware that a boring

plant has heen 1ying under water for some
considerable time at Fremantle? ' 2, Will

salt Water thus he the means of destroymg
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several thotsands of pound; worth of plant

and machinery? 3, When is it the intention
of the ‘Government to raise this plant?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Yea. 2, The salt water has already dam-
aged the electric motor to the extent of £500,
hut the balance ‘of the plant will mot be
seriously aftected. Delay in recovering this
p]ant will mot further damage the motors.

, As soon as shipwrighta return te work.

QUESTION—SHIPWRIGHTS, INDUS-
TRTAL AGREEMENT.

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN acked the Minister
for Works: 1, Is he aware that all private
Commonwealth Government
have entered into agreements with ship-
wrights in regard to wages and conditions?
8, When are the Government .going to fall in
line in regard to such agreements? 35, Will
he_deal with this urgently, in view of the
quantity of work aow waiting to use the
Fremantle ship?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, It is so understood. 2, Negotiations with

~all the unions who have members “working

" ways:

for the Government are in progress.
swered by No, 2,

3, An-

QUESTION—-TRAMWAY INSPECTORS,

PERTH,

GREEN asked the Minigter for Rail-
1, Is he aware that whilst overtime
and Sunday rates are paid to the gripmen
and conductors on the =~ Government tram-
ways, the inspeetors are only allowed ordin-
ary rates of pay for their extra duties? 2,
Is he aware that under this arrangement men
in these responsible positions do uwot average
the same amount of wages as the gripmen or
conductors? 3, Is it interded to remove this
unjust anomaly by granting the extra rafes
to the inspectors? 4, If not, why not? -

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. - Ordinary rates are paid to
ingpectors for Sunday duty and no extra pay
for overtime. 2, The average earnings of
a ticket inspector amount to £252 per an-
num and a traffic inspector £295 per annum.
The average earnings of motormen and con-
ductors are from £230 to £240 per annum,
inelu¢ing Sundays and overtime. 3, As
traffic inspectors and ticket inspectors are on
‘the salaried staff, and receive long service
and sick leave, for which they are paid, have
first class railway conecessions, and 12 days
anungl Teave in addition to all gazetted pub-
lic holidays, and as these privileges do not
apply to the wages staff, the vnjust anom-
aly does not exist. 4, Angwered by No. 3,

Mr.

QUESTION—STATE STEAMSHIPS
SUPERVISING ENGINEER.

Mr, UNDERWOOD asked - -the Mmlster
for Mines: What salary, or wages, hag Mr.
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i

H. Ben.nett drawn as superviging engineer
of-Btate shipping while he has occupied that
position? . . !

The ‘MINISTER FOR MINES rephed.
Mr. Bennett was appointed as supervising
engineer in January, 1916, viec Mr. Butcher,
who resigned, and the salary for ‘this work
waa fixed at £125 per annum. The amount
paid to the end of .Tune wounld therefore be
£562 10s.

QUESTION—IRON OR STEEL WORKS,
TO ESTABLISE IN THE STATE.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN (for Mr. Lambert)
asked the Minigter for Mines: 1, Whether
during the negotiations for the export of
iron ore from Yampi Sound, the Prims Min-
ister offered the necessary money or any as-
gistanee whatever to estahlish iron or steel
works in Western Australia¥ 2, If so, will
the Minister inform the House of the par-
ticulars of snch offer?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:

1, No. 2, Answered by No. 1.
QUESTIONS (2)—POLICE.
_ Prince of Wales’s Visit,
Mr. JONES asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, How many ex-detectives and re-

tired memhbers of the police forecse were on
duty during the Prince of Wales’s visit?
2, What were the names of such ex-
detectives and retired policemen? 3, How
leng were they employed on such duty¥ 4,
What remuneration was paid to each in-
dividual so employed?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
Three. 2, Ex-inspector Mann, and ex-
detectives Sampson and Egglestone. 3, (a)
Ex-inspeetor Mann, 12th April, 1920, to 15th
July, 1920; (b) Ex-detectives Eggleston
and Sampson from 22nd June to 8th July.
4, -inspector Mann, 25s. per diem; Ex-
detectne Sampson, 17s. 84. per diem; Ex-
detective Eggleston—no claim has yet been
received from the TFremantle Harbour
Trust.

Inspector Mann’s Retirement.

Mr. JONES asked "the Minister for
Mines: What retiring allowance or snper-
annuation was paid to ex-Detective
Inspector Mann on his retirement from the
police?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
The amount due to bim under the Police
Benefit Fund regulations, he having been a
contributor o that fund for a period of
twenty-two and a half years.

QUESTION—INCOME TAX. RETURNS.

Mr. HARRISON (for Mr, Maley) asked
the Premier: 1, As certain tax form com-
pilers are making representations through-
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out the eountry djstncts that they possess
special knowledge of deductions for income
returns which are not specifiehlly laid dowa
in the forms, will he state the nature of
such deduetions allowed hitherto in regard
to income from agricultural or pastoral pur-
suita? 2, Will he endeavour to persuade
the Federal Taxation Department to extend
the time for making up the returms from
business sources so as to allow the State
and Federal forms to be compiled simul-
taneously?

The PREMIER replied: 1, I have o
knowledge of such happenings. 8, I will
represent the matter to the Federal 'Govern-
ment.

' QUESTION~EKANGAROO SKINS,
ROYALTTES.

Mr. JOHNSON asked the Colonial Secre-
tary: 1, What new royalties have been im-
posed on langaroo skins, and when were
they imposed? 2, What are the reasons for
these new taxes om a sectmn of our pro
_ ducers?

The MINISTER FOR MINES (for the

Colonial Secretary) replied: 1, On grey
kangaroo skins of 14lb, weight and over,
the royalty has been increased from 2d. to
2s, per skin; under 141lb. weight and - on
damaged skins, the royalty has been in-
creased from 2d. to 6d, 2, A very consider-
able proportion of the fgreys” is taken
from the South-Western Division of the
State—practically the whole of.which -is a
reserve for kangaroos, TFrom this reserve
groy kangaroos may be falken under License
“AM (for which there is no fee) for food
purposes. License “A? does not authorise
the sale of sking, but were such a condition

enforced, a considerable waste of valuable

property would eventuate. As holders of
‘License “A" are not debarred from selling
‘gking of kangaroos taken for food purposes,
it was eonsidered, in view of the very high
price that skins were fetehing, and to pre-
vent illieit . destruction of kangaroos for
other than food purposes, the royalty
‘charge should be increased.

QUESTION—-DRAINAGE, _MARKET
GARDENS,

Herdsman’s Lake Land Purchase,

Mr, VERYARD asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is it a fact that the Government
have purchased the site known as Herds-
man’s Lake? 2, If so, what is the area and
pricet 3, Has other adjacent land been
purchased? 4, If so, what is the area and
price? 5, Has HMerdsman’s Lake, including
the swamp lands in -the Njookenbooroo dis-
trict, been acquired for drainage purposes?
6, Is he aware that many of the settlers
at Njookenbooroo, Oshorne Park, and Wan-
neroe have their pgardem land partly or

wholly undér_water -at the present time, and
that they are in the same unfortunate posi-
tion for the fourth year in successiont 7,
Ts he aware that many of the settlers-in the
before-mentioned districts have been finally
forced {(owing to being flooded out) to
abandon the growing of vegetable products,
thus causing a great scarcity of such pro-
ducts, which has resulted in record prices
and an inerease in the cost of living? 8,
When ig it proposed to commence the con-
strmetion of the drain with a view of assist-
ing the settlers, as well as to reduce the
cost of living? .

“ The MINISTER FOR WORES replied:
1, Yes. 2, 1,073 acres 1 rood; £10,732 10s,
3, Yes. 4, 202 acres 1 rood 24 perches;
£3,036. 5, Both areas have, béen aequired
for settlement of soldiers. 6, No. 7, No.
8, The drainage of Herdsma,n’s Lake will
be put in hand at once.

. QUESTION—WATER, ST. IVES.

Mr. DUFF asked the Minister for Works:
Is it true that the Government ars charg-
ing the companies operating at Bi. Ives
fourpence per gallon for condensed water,
which is costing the Government ounly one
penny per gallon to produce?

The MINISTER FOR WORES replied:
Tt is true that the Govermment is charging
companies, syndicates, and leasecholders. at
B8t. Ives :Eourpence per gallon for condensed
water, which leaves no margin of profit
over cost when the matter is dealt with by
ordinary business rules and methods.

QUESTION—BOULDER MINER®
STRIKE, RATIONS.

- Mr. MUNSIE asked the Colonial Seere-
tzry: What was the total cost of supplying
rations te members of the Coolgardie
miners’ mnion at Kalgoorlie and ™ Boulder
during the trouble  in November and
December, 1819%

The MINISTER FOR MI\TES (for the
Colonial Secretary) replied: £499 7a. 5d.

QUESTION—FIREWQOD 'WORKERS’
DISPUTE, RELLEF. :

Mr. MUNSIE asked the Colonial Secre-
tary: What was the total éost of supplying
rations to miners and others of Kalgoorlie
and Boulder during the woodline trouble in
June and July, 1919%

The MINISTER FOR MINES (for the
Colonial Secretary) replied: This relief ‘was
not issued by, or charged to, the Charities
Department. The expenditure was borne
by the Premier’s Office, and the figure sup-
plied by the Treasury is £6,800 2s. 7d,
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- . LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

- On ‘motion by Mr. Hardwick, leave of ab-
sthee fof a fortnight granted to. Mr. Smith
(North: Perth) .on the proend: of urgent pri-
yate~bupiness. . ! R

LENEEPEL I Y

4+ ..  ADDRESSINREPLY.
. . Feurth Day. .,
.~ Diebate Fesumed from the previous-day.

Mr, HABRISON (Avon) [4.44]: I notice
that in. the first: elause. of  His, Kxcellency "a
Speech, we have reférenées’ made to the’ visit
of the Prince of Wales, ' Although I was uot
aplé, owing to illhess, to ‘enter into the fes-
tivities and see for-n:yself what wae done in
the. métropolitan centres, and therefore did
‘not per,sonal]y—se!e‘ the entliusinsm’ exhibited
here,,yet I am. sure there is just as loyal a
section -in our mining areas and in our agri-
cultural : districts, who were only prevented
Ly duties comnected with atock and other
matters from coming to the inetiopolis for
the purpose of expressing their affection. and
regard for the Throne.

Mr. O Loghlen:
‘otheFwise. -
_ Mr. HARRISON: We see a very great dis-
crepancy. between the revenue and expendi-
terg.  There has been a plus in revenue of
£018,650," and’ a4 plus in expenditure of
. £034,860." "This indicites that the activities
throughout the State since peace was declared
have beeh very coniiderable. = The  diserép-
aney, however, is3 a large one. I am so
that the increasé in revenue hag not met the
incréase in expenditure. I realise that in the
handling of' ineredsed reveénue there must
necegsarily follow inereased expenditure in
the services that are rendered. I notice from
the Speech that the' Government are optimis-
tié in regard to our future harvest. I thought
T would get someé loeal récord of the returns
for- my electorate, but the only opportunity
"L had of doing so was on my way down in
the train. ‘T learn that for' the Cunderdin dis-
trict, which ‘should give a fair estimate of
the remaining portions' of my ‘electorate, in
wheat for the year 1920 there were 69,707
aeres under erop, and for 1819 54,191 acres,
making an increase of 15606 acres, which
works out at a percentage increase of - 29,
In oats for 1920 there were 4,582 acies under
crop, anil for 1919 there were 3,087 acres, an
increase of 1,495 acres, which shows an addi-

o TeF oy

"Nobody has suggésted

tional area under crop of 49 per cemt, In-

barley there was veéry little done last year,
only 187 acres being under erop as against
this year 540 acres, an inerease of 373 aeres.
If these figures are borne out to the same de-
gree in other districts of the State, we may
look for very much higher returns this year
than we had last. Taking the present condi-
tions, our rainfall and the prospects of our
«rops, I trust thig estimate will be more than
reached. We also have figures in regard to
the settlement of returned soldiers. I do not
want to traverse the figures given to ns last
night by the Premier, or to repeat what he
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said. The Premier’s fignres should be more
up to date than any I may have been able to
set holl of. The mining industry is’also
touched upon in’ the Speech. '~ This* industry
is ‘gradually* going backward: ' Tle Ministry
and members of the Chamber should -endea:

-vour, to-assist in reviving this important. in-

dustry, - The fact of the matter is tharé: are
top many living on the game, too many:en-
gdged: in buying scrip, ih the -flotation of
companies and so forth, and there are” too
many persons between the prospector and the
legritimate investor, who puts his ‘money into
mirling ih the belief that his investment is an
investment and not-a ®pecalation.: . Whether
it is possible ‘to Teduce - the 'speculdtive ele-
ment, and to de any good to the investing .
element, is a queation upon which T am not
qualified to give a definite opinion. It ap-
pears to me that, instead of assisting the in-
dustry, the position: I -have referred to hds
been a factor in retarding it. One of the
items whigh the leader of the Opposition

Jdealt with in his speech was in regard to-in-

duatrial conditions... He argued:that. the in-
terests of the employer and employee were
Jireetly opposed to each other. I do not
agree with that. . -
Hon. P. Collier: The problem must remain _
unsolved if we cannot. agree. . :
Mr, HARRISON: If the eimployer and em-
ployee are not working in unison- for the
benefit of whatever buginess they are engaged

‘in, that husiness will suffer and the position

ot the industrialist will suffér alsdo. If somie
method- of - profit-sharing, or of starting in
onr industrial seetions & system of co-opera-
tion, were brought into use much good might
be done. This is no new theme with me. T
advoeated it 25 years ago in a turner’s and
fitter’s shop with which I was conneeted in
Victoria, and +which employed 100 men,
If the men who were engaged in what
was then called & union shop had seized

_the opportunity which was available then,

they could have done great things, Each
man paid so much a week into the union fund.
It worked out at 2s. 6d. a week. If this
money hat been put into the bank it would
have worked ont at about £6 10s. per man
per annum. With the money so raised these
men could have bought a site at South Mel-
heurne, a large ares, for £650. The follow-
ing year they might have heen able to build
upon it, and very soon they would have had
enough plant to employ 20 men. Immediately
the union had obtained the freehold of their
Iand and their plant they eould have employed
a commercial head o look after the financial

‘gide of the business and these 20 men could

have started out in a co-operative toncern.
They could have had their own by-laws and
their own system of management, and in three
or four, or five years at the most, they would
have been able to absorb the whole of the
100 employees. If these men had béen working
cellectively nothing could have withstood
their operations because they had the pick of
the technical knowledge then available. I
believe that one of the solutions of industrial
troubles lies through co-operation, or the
profit-sharing system.



MY Green: If the workers did not eat,
they would have money to burn,

Mr. HARRISON: It ie .all very well for
members to belittle the idea. . If it is not in
aceord -with their views, let them put for-
warl some better proposal. Here we bave
with. us conditions that cannot possibly con-
tinue. There has been increase after increase
in wages, and thesc increases in wages are
not met by the equivalent in commercial
value of the articles concerned. The wage
balance must be made up in some other way,
As things are at. present, the purchasing
power of the wages earned by these men is
decreasing, Therefore, they are in a worse
position than they were before. The Premier
has just been through the difficulties of the
Civil Bervice strike. He has promised the
eivil servants and school teachers that a board
will be appointed to go into the question of
their status, and the salaries they are to re-
eeive. -If we are to have an efficient service
we shonld also have .amother board.
board I have in mind is one which would
bring our service up to modern conditiona,
g0 that we might get not ouly an efficient
service but an efficient system. I am of
opinion that thiz hoard might- be made up of
the head of some financial institution, such
as a bank, another gentleman with wide eom-
mercial knowledge accustomed to handling
business in a big way and files and doenments
and correspondence, and the third a member
of the serviee who has had a sound education
of a commercizal nature before joining the
service. I believe that by this means we
would be able to create a board which would
assiat the various branches of our ser-
vice to give us & more efficient system than
we have to-day. Mention has been made of
the wealth in our timber areas.

Mr. Munsie: What do you think of th;;

settlement of the Civil Service striket

My, HARRISON: What do you mean by
that? 1Is it settled?

Mr. Munsie: 8o we are given to under-
stand. T should like to know your opinion.

Mr. HARRISON: The civil servants have
gone back to their duties and a board has
been promised them. The Government have
done what they promised to do. TFor the
time being the civil servants are at work and
the board is created. They have their work
to do, but as to the strike being settled, I
am not going to say whether it is or not.

Mr. O’Loghlen: What do you think of
their claim for money whilst they were out?

My, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. O Loghlen: That is a fair question.
“ Mr. SPEAKER: But this is not question
ime,

Mr. HARRISON: I am not going to in-
terfere with the two sections on the Address-
in-reply. T still think it would be of material
advantage to Australia, and Westérn Aus-
tralia, and also to the Civil Service and the
Edueation Department, if the decimal coin-
apge and metric system were introduced.

q The Minister for Mines: It cannot be
one.

- epinage.

The
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Mr. HARRISON: - In fhe Ednecation De-
partment a fourth or fifth of the time now
occupied in arithmetic and mathematics.gen-
erally would be saved. The metric system is
adopted all over the-world with which we do
business, except in Great Britain and other
parts of the British Empire. At present in
out export and import trade we have to
transpose our figures into other systems of
TUnder the metric system business
men and others can see at sight the relati.ve
percentage values and ean much more readily
grasp the irue oposition. In the matter of
accountancy it is impossible to estimate the
large amount of time that would be saved
by the adoption of this system. With regard
to our timber assets, I may refer especially
‘to sandalwood, which ia at the present time
being sold chiefly to agents in Fremantle,
who make a great deal of profit out of it. The
whole of the lands on which the sandalwood
grows arc Crown lands. Is there anything to
prevent the State taking up another industry
in this eonnectiont -

Mr. Green: Hear hear! We are with

you. )
Mr. HARRISON: Sandalwood represents
a source from which the State can obtain a

_much bigger revenue by trading in it than

by the imposition of any royalty. 1 nnder-
stand the present value of sandalwood in
China i= equal to £34 per ton at Fremantle.
Why should not our State receive , that
high value instead of its going +to
the middleman? Our other timbers also are
of immense wvalue, and while we are cut-
ting up areas for land settlement great care
should be taken not to destroy timber which
is of higher value than the land will repre-
sent for agricultural purroses. Further,
there is the congideration that the timber
value repeats itself if a policy of reafforesta-
tion is adopted. The member for TForrest
(Mr. O’Loghlen) iz an expert in this matter,
and other. hon. members are better acquainted
with it than I am; but I realise that the
money value of our timber has been materi-
ally increased by reason of the destruetion
of timber all over Europe during the war.
We are going to have higher and still higher
prices for our timber. .

Mr. O'Loghlen: Bot the Premier- puts
land settlement before timber.

The Minister for Mines: He does nothing
of the kind.

Mr. HARRISON: Forestry policy and
land settlement should both go forward to-
gether. What we require is men who can
adjudicate as between timber values on the
one hand and values of land for agricultural
purposes on the other. In the absence of
expert advice of this kind, we are likely to
destroy hundreds of thousands of pounds’
worth of timber, with -the only result of im-
poverishing the settlers who take the land on.
We want adviece that will prevent us from
alienating possibly hundreds of thousands of
acres of forest land which will be of no use
to the farmers settled on it except as regards
a pocket here and {here suited for intense



96 [ASSEMBLY.) .

cultivation. We should preserve our timbers
as far as we possibly can,

The Premier: We do that.

Mr. HARRISON: On account of the in-
treased value of timber all over the world,
greater care than ever should be taken of our
timber resources. '

The Premier: That is being done,

. Mr. HARRISON: I am not sofficiently
conversant with conditions in the South-West
to say whether it is being done or is not being
done.  There is a matter on which I must dwell
for a little while. It is'a wmatter to which
I make it a-practice to refer either on the
Address-in-reply or.in .the' discussion on the
Loan Estimates, A portion of my electorate
is otill suffering from lack of facilities for
getting its products to market. I refer to an
area of land between two existing railways,
the Dowerin-Merredin and the Eastern Gold-
fields lines. - The settlers in question are very
dnxions- to kmow what is going to happen in
the matter of railway communication, and I
trust the Government will give them some
encouragement. .

_Hon, P. Collier: The Government have been
giving them plenty of encouragement for
Years, but that will not carry those settlers
very far. -

Mr, HARRISON: The present cost of
bringing their prodvefs to market is far too
heavy, and they should be given some guaran-
tee of relief. -

Mr., O’Loghlen:
with a tramway? . .

Mr. HARRISON: Personally, T wonld not
mind what was done by the Government so
long as they gave those settlers something
like the conditions enjoyed by farmers else-
where in the State. The settlers are quite
willing to help themselves through the Gov-
ernment if only the Government will show a
willingness fo assist. They should be en-
abled to devote the two months they now
spend in earting to preparing their seed beds
for further production. With the higher
prices for wheat these men are still further
handicapped by their position. Tt is not fair
to them in view of the promise made to them
when they settled in the district, and I trust
that in the near future they will have definite
information as to the intentions of the Gov-
ernment, During the recess I was enabled,
through the courtesy of the Government, to
see something of our north-western ports and
the conditions obtaining there. I have de-
rived the impression that possibly Western
Australia is too big a proposition for some of
our men, who do not realise what this State
js, Having a big State and big possibilities
and big opportunities, we want to think in a
big way. There are big assets, but there must
be big expenditure befors we can obtain re-
sults from those assets. :

Hon, W, C.-Angwin: Do not forget that
by your vote you helped to give away those
northern areas for 20 yeara.’

‘Mr. HARRISON: T did not. A good deal
remaing to be dome in providing harbour
facilities in the North-West if that portion

Would they be satisfied

of the State is to have gnch a steamship ser-
vice as will give the men there & chance.
Neap tides occur only once a forimight or
once a month, and ships are frequently pre-
vénted from entering a port on account of the
rise and fall of tides, which one can scarcely
grasp unless one .has seen it. There is am
enormouns difference between high tide and
low tide in the north-western ports. In some
of those ports. the ateamers cannot get near
the jetty, and the people there state that if a
proper survey had been made in the early days
or if a proper survey were made even now,
there would be accommodation Ffor vessels
of deeper dAraught, and this at less cost than
the existing accommodation, which suits only
comparatively small vessels. At Carnarvon
we had proof of the energy of the north-
western people in the form of the meat works
which are .being erected there, and which
should scon be in operation. I commend the
people of Carnarvon for taking the work in
band, and also for leasing it to be operated
during a term of years by the contractor who
is building it. He is to operate it on a com:
mission basis, and to create Luginess he will
have to prove that the buildings and the
facilities are of such a nature as to produce
goods of a quality acceptable in the world’s
markets, Thus in 2 few years the Carnarvon
people should have an established business
which otherwise they would not have had an.
opportunity of securing. They will have a
splendid asset in the shape of the meat works
when a market has been created in other
parts of the world for the products of the
works.. From whbat I observed at Broome,
Derby, and Port Hedland, the pastoral soils
there are better than one would expect. T
have been in Queengland, and I want to make
a comparison between the soils in our North-
‘West and the soils in the pastoral districts
of Queensland. At Eedya station, some miles
out from Derby, I.saw land which reminded
me more than auything else I have seen
here of Woodford station in Queensland,
That station, at all events during my time
in Queensland, was a large station for pure
Hertford cattle. The condition of soil and
the class of grasses and the water supply on
this north-western station were gsimilar to
those on "Woodford station, but’ the timber
was different. - The stock and the cows with
calves at foot were in good conditien, as also
were the yearlings and the younger two-year-
olds, while gome of the older cattle were
right up in condition and ready to go to the
market. That station bas suffered several
bad seasons, and has had rain only just re-
cently, and yet the stock were in the condi-
tion I have deseribed, which fact goes to
prove that the soil there lacks nothing for
pastoral purposes. What the North wants is,
a3 I have mentioned, shipping and harbour
facilities. Without those facilities it eannot
progress at anything like the rate it should.
T want hon. members to consider the figures
which we shall have to deal with if we tackle
our North-West proposition properly. 1 was
mueh struck with a paragraph in the report
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of the Railways and Harbours Commissioner
of the Southi African Union, where rail-
ways and harbours are combinéd in
one ' department. I am sorry I have
mnot been able to lay my hands on the
report during the last few days, or T wotld
have reéad the paragraph to the House.
‘The Commisdjoner said that nothing had
proved so suceesgfol’ in conneetion with the
railways and barbours of South Africa as the
‘ihstalling of insulated ¢ars between the freez-
ing works in the inland teérritory and the
ports. If this is good enough’ for Sonth
Africa and if it is profitable in a eoutitry
Where the' conditions’ more mnearly approxi-
thate to those of owr North -West than any
place 1 know of —we have tick in the North-
West and there is difficulty with insectsin
SoutheAfrica—it should ‘be good enough for
ds. If freezing works wére established with
railway facilities and insblated cars, to the
ports we would be able to get the maxzimim
Value in quality from our’stoek. TIf the ani-
‘mals are pastured near .to freezing works in-
land, it is possible to get a quality *which
is not. obtainable if they are taken from_their
native pastures and travelled to the port Thus
we would get the adva.ntage in quality. Bt
on our stock we are losing in quantity as well
as quality from ‘the time the animal leaves
jts own pasture to be transported on the hoof
to one of the outports. In the North-West
we have about 600,000 head of ecattle, and

the losses throngh wastage and mortality

owing to the laeck of famhtles, is enormons.
In the vicinity of Derby it is estimated by a
man whe ought to know, that 15 000 head of
cattle are lost to the State annually Mem-
bers ‘éan figure out for themselves what sum
that represents in the aggregate. If this sum
were capitalised it would pay interest and
ginking fund-on an enormouws amount of
. money, Farther, let us take the cost per
head for conveying cattle from Derby to Fre-
mantle. On the last shipment it wag £7 17g,
per head. Tf those animals were brought
down in the shape of quarters of beef, nothing
like the same amount of space would be re-
quired. We would also avert the 10 per cent.
Joss of flesh which is considered to be a fairly
accurate estimate for the trip between Derby
and Wyndbam and Fremantle, and there is
also to be reckoned the loss of quality. The
shipments of cattle from the North-West to
Fremantle may be calculated as being in the
vicinity of 30,000 head annually and members
can work out for themselves the valne of the
asset which at the present time we are simply
loging. The loss of weight in transit is gener-
ally "ealenlated at 10 per cemt. If a bul-
Yock weighed 1,0001bs, on the pasture, it would
not be likely to pan out at more than 9001bs.

on arrival at Premantle.
Hon. W, C. Angwin: Generally they run

- about 6001bs.

Mr. Underwood: Amnd they lose the best
meat, too.
- Mr. HARRISON: Then there is the

mortality which varies considerably on &if-
ferent trips. On the boat by which I

travelled down, we had 400 bullocks and we
lost "three or four. I was informed that two
ships a Fortnighf ago, had a mortality -of 160,
and “some memberd here know of instances of
eveh ‘heavier mortality than that. This mor-
tality represents a very serious loss to thea
State’ dnd if it could be saved to the State
the asset’'would be enormously increased. In
good’ seasons growers would be able to put
younger animals into thé freezers, whereas
at the present time it is not posdible to
travel them ‘to the coast and ship them on the
hoof. If growers could turn out animals in
prime condition 'at three yeirs old instead of
four or ‘fivé years, ‘they would thus make
room ‘for other beasts om ‘their' fatteming
areas, which would be 6f material advantage,
The problem in the North-West'is a very big
one indeed. The opportunities in the North-
West are exeeptmually great, The area of
country i, enormous. If we are going td keep
the North-West emipty, it will prove a very
gerions menace to the safety of Australia. If
we could teap the full benefit of this asset
created Year by year wupon the natural
grasses and ‘under- the  favourable eli-
matic  conditions of the North-West,
it would prove a wonderful advantage to the
revenue of this State. I would not be doing
my duty, as a representative of this House
if, .after having visited that distriet and
after having been so impressed by its possi-
bilities, I did not express my feelings here.

The Minister for Mines: We cannot do it
for the next half a century.

Mr. Underwood: Yes, you can; tryl

Mr, HARRISON: I do not agree with the
Minister. The assets are of such a nature
that if the representatives of capital in other
parts of the world only knew of these im-
mense possibilities, the North-West would not
loiig languish for want of capital. The pos-
gibilities are enormous and it is our duty te
consider what we are going to do with the
North-West, If we do not develop it, what
will be the result? That is a problem we
have to face. If the arecas now held under
pastoral conditions were subdivided and
smaller paddocks were utilised, the carrying
capacity of the country could be increased to
a. degree beyond conception. Of course, fene-
ing material would be necessary, but provided
that were obtainable, the possibilities in this
direction would be really staggering. I do
not intend to refer to the interior because,
unfortunately, I could not go inland, but T
helisve if good fencing material and labour
to erect fences were available——

Hon. T. Walker: Any other obstacle?

Mr. HARRISON: The money expended
wonld be reconped in a shorter period than

. bas been the case in any’ other line of produc-

tion which bas received Government assist-
ance. If I were a young man and Lad
sufficient money, I should like to ‘take up an
area in the North-West. In conclusion, I wish
to repeat an argument which I have nsed be-
fore in this House. Thig State can be made
safe and progressive by only one thing, and
that is energy or work. We cannot 'do it by
increasing taxation or by any othér method,
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We have far too many people in the State
who are living on their wits and doing no
work, and it is about time there was a change.
--The MINISTER FOBR WORKS (Hon.

W. J. George—Murray-Wellington) [5.26]:-

Members on the Opposition side have. tried to
make spme. capital with regard to what they
tetm the secret purchases of the Goyermment,
instancing as a matter for the consideration
of members the purchase of the business and
ccncesgion of the Timber Hewers’ Associa-
tion. The member for Kanowna (Mr.
Walker) waxed very strong in regard to this
matter. He said that we had been operating
in seeret for many months and he accused me
of being politically iishonest. . :

Hon. T. Walker: I did nothing of the
kind. . ‘

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Further,
it was stated by one of the members on the
other side of the House that T had turned a
gomersanlt on wmy principles, and that the
whole matter of this purchase shounld have
been referred to Parliament before it was
proceeded with. Tt was admitted that the
purchase might have been & good one, but it
was made without authority. There was a
further statement that I counld easily sell the
sawmills if I wished to do so. I am .aure
members opposite had no idea of attaching
anrthing to my personal or private career or
.Wwith the personal earcer o i
whom T am associated. From my point of
view, however, politically dishonest is pri-
vately dishonest. A man who knowingly telis
lies in Parliament will tell lies in private
life, and if he will do a dishonest thing
politically, we may be sure he is s rogue
4nd a vagabond &ud a thief in pri-
vate life, and should be in pgaol. Be-
fore I procced to deal with this purchase
and give the particulars of it, I wish to refer.
fo the leader' of the Opposition who, in his
wsual ealm and temperate tomes, spoke of
the Trading Concerna Aect passed by
Ministers on this side of the Honse soms
time ago, which stipulated that nc other
trading concerns should be eatablished unless
the pronosal was first approved of by

Parliament. No new trading concetn has
been established or carried on by the
present Ministry or by any of the

Ministries with which I have been connected
in the last four Yyears in contravention of
the Act wbich deals with State trading con-
cerns. :
Hon. T Collier: T did not assert other-
Wite. °

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The in-
stauce T have to deal with i8 not the carry-
ing on of a fresh business, but is the follow-
ing of the legitimate course which must be

ohserved with all trading concerns; otlier-

wise they must perish. There is no business
which ean remain ‘at a dead level. Tt must
either progress or go down. Any business
man can tell us thaf if he finds his business
is not moving at all, he knows he is nearer
to tottering to a fall than he is to getting
on and making a profit. Let the hon. mem.
ber ask some of the accountanta and auditors
of his aequaintance if it is not part of their

Ministers with -

duty, ‘when examining aceounts -and 'lching
into a business, to advise the ownei'as.to

‘whether the business is- or is-not-stagnating,

anil whether it-is possible to make it progress.
When- the Labour Govermment started .- -these
business concerns, I suppose:they felt they
Iad ail the adtice at their command, and

- were pretty sure how these concerns could be

carried ou, and what would be the result;
bat withont knowing their inner minds, I am.
gatisfied they would never have started these
coneerns unless they had wished them to grow.
Had they done so, they would have been at
variance “with the principles and poliey laid
down by the Labour bodies who believe in
State enterprises, the object being as we all
know that they may c¢apture certain busi-
nesses, transport, manufacturing ete., and
ron them as, may T say, socialistic concerns.
Perhaps that is not the correct word to use.
What T mean to convey is, businesses in

" which all the people of the State have a -

share. If the State sawmills have simply to
be started as a mushroom and to be held-asg
a mushroom until they decay, the people of
the State or hon., members on both -sides of
the House would feel that justice was not
being dome. I am opposed to State trading
eoncernis, but as I am a-partner in these con-
eerns, just as hon. members opposite are,
even though I do not believe in the State en-
tering the avenues where private enterprise

can give a betler service, I am interested in

seeing that “the State does not lose by the
existerice of these concerns. I would be un-
worthy of the position I hold as a Minister -
if I did not. regard my position as that of a
trustee, and did not carry out to the best of
my ability and experience everything that
wonld assist in the development and furiher-
ance of these coucerns. The State aawmillg
have been extended, are sfill extending, and
must continue to extend, or else they will
prove a big loss to the State, So far as I
can judge the policy of hoth sides of the
House, taking the Porestry Act as a guide,
i3 that the large privately held timber con-
ecrns should not be given unlimited areas or
concessions for the purpose of what is termad
exploiting the resources of the Btate. If
that were uot so, why did such a provision
find a place in the Forestry Act that thoge .
holding concessions and leases were not to be
allowed to have further permits. There is no
doubt that that was the view of every mem-
ber of this House and of the other Chamber
as well. Just to show what the State saw-
mills wiean, I would inform hon. members,
that our wages bill in connection with the
State sawmills is £700 per day, or over
£4,000 per week and £200,000 per anpum. It
will thus be seen that whoever for the time
being is entrusted with the task of running
these coneerns will have to carry a heavy re-
sponsibility and will not be able to lightly
regard .any proposition brought forward with
the object of enabling the concerns to sme-
cessfully meet their obligations. Hon, miem-
bers opposite know perfectly well that the
experiment of cutting karri—it was not an
experiment newly started by the State-—can-
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not be dealt with by itself. Those who eut karri
timber years ago were the M. C. Davies Com-
pany at Augusta and Messrs. Millars at Den-
mark. I was at that time manager of the
Jarrahdale Timber Company. We had
nothing but jarrah to sell and I eonld keep
the House going for hours by relating some-
thing of the controversy that took place all
over the world in connection with the at-
tempt which was made to introduce karri in
the place of jarrah. A great quantity of
karri was sold as being jarrah and it {4id the
Weatern Australian timber industry a trem-
endous lot of harm becanse karri could not
safely be used for the same purposes as
jarrah.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Some of your leading
patriots were the men who did it.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I merely
mention the matter to show hon. members
that as we are all partners in this comeern,
if we have to carry on a timber trade we
must have jarrah as well as karri, so aa to
enable us to eommand the trade. It iy es-
sential therefore that jarrah and in fair
quantities, too, should be associated with the
karri mills, otherwise we shall not get either
the Eastern trade or fhe trade of South
Africa, India or London. That was recog-
nised to a certain extent, how far I cannot
say, by the Labonr Government, when they
established the State sawmills, becanse at
Manjimup, the land which was taken wup
there, contained a eertain amount of jarrah,
It eould hardly be called first elass jarrah
either as to quantity or quality, but it was
certainly jarrah, and in order to carry on the
State sawmill’s business it has been neces-
sary every year to purchase from the other
sawmillers who have jarrah concessions a
large quantity of jarrah timber of a value
approximately £10,000 to £20,000 per annum.

Myr. O’Loghlen: Not in reeent years.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Why has the railway mill
at Dwellingnp disposed of so much to private
peoplet . -

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tt is a
fact that the State sawmills have paid many
thousands of pounds per annum to Millars,
the Timber Hewers, Lewis & Reid, and Whbit.
taker’s for timber necessary to send away
to other parts of the world so as to secure
the sale of karri. The member for Forrest
mentioned the railway mill. Tt is perfectly
troe that until a short time ago that. mill
was disposing of its scamtlings.

Mr. O'Loghlen: At a ridiculous price.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
scantlings were disposed of in Western Aus-
tralia to the best advantage. Owing to re-
presentations made by me to the Govern-
ment of the day, an arrangement was entered
into ' by which the State sawmills obtained
what I think is their right to deal with the
timber produced at Dwellingup not required
by the Railway Department and which was
needed to enable the State business to be
carried on properly and profitably. A state-
ment was also made that the Government

refused the transfer of the permit held by
the Hewers to other people who were desirous
of purchasing the Timber Hewers’ business.
That is correet. .

Hon. W. C, Angwin: Why did you do it
under the lap?

The MINISTER FOR WORES: The rea-
sen of it was as I have already told the
House the existence of the provision im the
Forestry Aet. The position, when it came
seriously hefore the (Government was as fol-
lows: The Timber Hewers’ Co-operative So-
ciety was started some time in 1904 when, T
believe, the Daglish Government were in
power., At any rafe, it was about that time
becanse a former Minister of the Crown, Mr.
W, D. Johnson, made an arrangement by
which the Timber Hewers’ Co-operative So-
ciety were sold eight miles of rails. T mention
this becanse I am going to deal with it after-
wards. The purchase of the rails enabled the
society to get to Lucknow near Coilie. The
then Government recognised the advisability
of assisting the society. They started saw
milling , operations there and later on at
Holyoake, and have done a great amount
of Dbusiness. The position which arose
about 18 months eor perhaps twe years
ago was that the concession or permit at
Holyoake was rapidly being ecui out, and
there wags ne further concesgion in the neigh-
bourhoed which could be given to them. Con-
sequently what they were up against was that
whereas they had some 36,000 acres of jar- -
rah country in the Collie district stretching
northwards, to keep their men togethex they
would have had to shift from Holyoake and
start on this other permit. Tf they had
done that, it would bave necessitated the re-
moval of the plant and its re-erection, to get
a railway line down and put up necessary
houses and buildings. That in itself would
have required 18 months to two years to
effect, and the financial requirsments would
have created a very serious position. Of
course I do not know anything of the inner
workings of the society and T can only judge
from my own observations and from eon-
versations I had with the management about
the problen that was facing them. They
thought ‘that if they could sell .their con-
ceasion to those who could deal with it,

the buyers would be able to make a
start with fresh capital, ete. When T
tell hon. members that the community

at Holyoake consisted of 500 men, women
and children, that there were 148 children at-
tending school there, that there were 95
honses ocenvied by the employees of the
mills, that there were several husiness build-
ings, the responsibility of breaking up such
& community was recognised. It was a seri-
ous matter for anyone te contemplate.

Hon. W, C. Apgwin: No one on this side
questions the wisdom of the purchase.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The mat-
ter bad to be seriously considered and dealt
with courageonsly.  If that had not been
done, the Government would have been de-
serving of condemnation from both sides of
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the House. I would have been prepared to
condemn the Goverment if I had felt that
they had failed in their duty.

Mr. O’Loghlen: A remarkable change in
& few years.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: My hair
is a little whiter than it used to be. When
the hon. member’s hair is as white asg mine,
he.will have more wisdom. Further than
that the shifting would have meant a cessa-
tion of work for perhaps a couple of years
and the loss would probably have been more
than the ¢o-operative society would have
been able to atand. The manager of the
State Sawmills, Mr, Humphries, a very effi-
cient officer and a man who I think is de-
serving of considerable respeet from every-
one, and who is assiduous and keen in busi-
ness, urged upon me from the very first
when I became Minister the necessity for
starting a timber yard in Perth, the idea
being that the large aceumulation of scant-
lings and boards should be got rid of and
turned into eash at once, in which case we
would get a bigger net and quicker return for
our timber than by shipping it overseas.
Governments of which I have been a Min-
ister were not agreeable to the extension of
business enterprises, and regarded the es-
tablishment of a timber yard as a further
encroachment upon those utilities which
should be reserved for private people, who
have to pay taxes.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I turned that down
because it was not a payable proposition.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
giving the House the reason why Govern-
ments of which I have been a member
turned it down.

Mr. Green: Timber has gone up 100 per
cent, in the last 12 months.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Timber Hewers’ Co-operative Society had a
yard at Carlisle and did a fairly good busi-
ness, The trade they were doing amounted
to £2,500 per month, and the buosiness
we are doing to-day exceeds £4,000 per
month. On that seore, at any rate, hon.
members eannot blame those respomsible for
the purchase.

Mr., Green: But you have inereased the
price by that much.

Mr. O'Loghlen: We are not blaming you.
There was no question as to the justness of
the purchase; the only question was as to
the cutery of Ministers and otheras that we
did a similar thing.

The MINTSTER FOR WOREKS: I will
answer that directly, and I want to get thiy
narrative of facts inte ‘‘Hansard.’”’ No
doubt it will tickle the hon. member’s ro-
manti¢ faney.

Mr, O'Loghlen: We rejoice in your con-
version.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: [ will tell
the hon. member a little more directly. We
could not have purchased the timber hewers’
business unless we had taken the whole of
their agsets, including the yard at Carlisle.
‘We therefore had to take that yard, with
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the result shown. We have also brought our
bricks into the business at Carlisle in a very
profitable way, and very mueh to the con-
venience of those who want a few bricka with
which to finish a job when they are hard up
for material. It is unnecessary to deal with
all the steps taken in the purchase of this con-
¢ern, but I desire to amswer legitimate in-
quiries. The amount of cash paid to
the hewers was practically £61,500, and
approximately £23,000 was required to square
np their balanee sheet, that is, to pay their
debts in exchange for which we got their
assets. It has been stated by one hon, mem-
ber that it would have been possible for the
Govérnment t¢ purchase this coneern for a
lower sum. I ecan only say that no such pos-
sibility came before me, or any other mem-
ber of the Government. I know at one time
it was offered at a lower sum. At that time
tiie Government would have nothing to do
with it, and when we purchased the share-
holders could have obtained the same price as
the Government paid from some other propos-
ing purchasers in Western Australia,
Mr. Pickering: What were the assets worth®

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will tell
the hon. member directly. What we did was
to take the balance sheet, and go exhaus-
tively through the whole of the assets of
this company. We took stock of all the
machinery, plant, and belongings of that
company. It had been the practice of this
company fo write off their assets on a ten
years’ basis, and we obtained all the benefit
of the depreciation that they had written
off. One item that was written off was
gight miles of rails, to which I have already
referred, and which were provided by Mr.
Johnson in 1904. On the balance sheet the
value of thess eight miles of rails appeared
as £3,500. There are over 600 tons of rafls
in the lot. The price of new rails then was £18
per ton, the value being £10,800; and of second
hand rails £12 per ton, the value being
£7,200. These were new,rails, and I will ex-
plain the peculiarity in this matter to hon.
members. Some three or four years
age., I obtained on loan from the hew-
erg’ society eight miles of rails, which
they had purchased from Mr. Johnsen
in 1904, on. my undertsking to replace them
three months after the close of the war,
The only way X counld replace them was with
new rails that came from Broken Hill
Theréfore, when I took over the rails I took
over new rails, the value of which was
£10,800, althongh shown on the balance sheet
ay £3,500. T also took over a new locomo-
tive, which we put together for them at the
State implement works, this being paid for
by them, The price we paid for the locomo-
tive was £3,500, whereas the maker’s price
in England at the time we took it over was

£5,500, I. will quote a few of the assets,
and  then deal with  other Teasons
which operated in connection with the

purchase of this concern. The amount so far
as the balance sheet on the 30th November is
concerned, required to pay each of the share-
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holders £250, was £61,500. They owed the
Commonwealth Bank £10,924. They had bills

payable in connection with the frechold of’

the Carlisle. yard to the amount.-of £1,850.
Te sundry creditors they owed £6,938, and
there was g reserve in connection with the
State and ¥ederal taxation of £2,500. Cer-
tain accrued expenditure amounted to £700,
and the total was £84,412. The whole of the
2ssets were most' carefu]ly and exhaustively
gone into, Reliable men went through the
yards and the milly and everything the com-
pauy had, and accountants went through
the books and © verified everything in
connection with them. We ‘went care-
fully through the book debts, and the
amount we reserved in our valuation
in connection with the hook debts, T am
pleased to say, has hardly been touched by
bad debts. In fact, we had more thar we
expected to have in our caleulation, The val-
vations were as follows:—Tixgqd assets
X£57,839, floating’ and liquid assets £50,927,
or a total of £108 ,766, against the £84 000
owed in capital pald 1n placing this betore
the Government Y stated that this difference
of £24,354 was that arrived at by Mr. Hum.-
pbrics and lis staff. I thought it wise to
make further reductions, and did so, having
had the benefit of a long expenence in the
trade, my knowledge of which I think is fairly
good,

Mr. O’Loghlen
ence.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: From the

asseta in connection with the Asquith mill line
construction, £14,000, I wrote oft £1,000, be-
because T considered that, the earthworks,
etc., having been done a ‘number of years
n’go, we would have to meet a big deprecia-
~tion. There was a-certain quantity of rails
at Holyoake, and I wrote off £1,000 from
them, beeause I considered it a fair thing to
make a bigger provision for wear and tear
thafi had been made by the society.

Hon, P. Collier: If the valuation made by

A Jong and useful experi-

your officers was so far ont what valne can’

you place npon their valuation on the other
. itemst .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
not quite fair.

"Hon. P. Collier: The Minister is ridienling
the valnation made by Bis officers,

The MINISTER FOR WORES: Nothing
is further from my mind. I will explain
that.

Hon. P. Collier: But that is the fact.

The MINISTER FORE WORKS: On mill
buildings I wrote off a further £3,000, anfl
the sum of £2,500 on locomotives, making a
total of £7 500 and leaving a mnet surplus of
£16,854. The hon. member said Y was be-
ﬂ1ttlmg the valuations of my officers.

Hon. P. Collier: This shows you did not
have conﬁdcnce in the judgment of your
officers,

The' MINISTER FOR WORKS: That mav
be in the mind of the hon. member, but to
my way of thinking it’shows that I did@ not
wish to make out too rosy a case. I have

> . >
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had too much to do with matters of this sort
during my life.  We Wanted “something to
come and "go om, in case the legitimate ex-
pectations of our officers were ndt realised:.
On the figures the’ deal has been a gocd oma
for the 'State. We had as. a Government,
adjoining this coneession, someé théusands of
acres of good jarrah eountry To use that
timber it wonld have bgen necessary for us
to put up a mill capable of producing 50
loads of timber per day. The mill at Holy-
oake .had been producing 50 loads per day,
and sinee we have taken it over has con-
sistently exceeded that. The member for
Forrest’ (Mr. O’Loghlen) knows what I said
to the'men when we made the deal.

Mr. O’Loghlen: I wish you would make
it publie. ' ’

The MINISTER FOR WORES: The hon.
member éan publish it; he hag the particulars.
The men have responded well, and we have a
gplendid outturn from the mill. I am satis-

‘fied anyhow. To provide the neecessary rail-

way with which to work our concession, a
bush line, mill plant, rolling stock, buildings,
workers’ houses, and water supply, the cost,
on the estimate of Mr. Properjohn, the out-
door snperintendint of the sawmills, would
have been £40,000, and the erection of all this.
would have taken two years. We would have
had, in order to run our concession, to lay
down a bigger length of line from the Govern-
ment railway to our mill than we had to lay
through the Holyoake mill to our conecession.
By purchasing this mill we got one capable
of giving 50 loads of timber per day, and we
could go right into it instead of waiting two
Years.

Mr. Green: It was no pood waiting that
length of time, ag you will be out of office
then. You drove a hard bargain. .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I did not
drive any bargain at all No one knows
hetter than the member for Forrest that if we
had not purchased that comcession, or had .
allowed anyone else to get it, the particular
community concerned would have had to bo
broken up. No Government could eallously
and carclessly see a community of 500 men,
women, anil children dispersed in that way.
If we had allowed the sale of thia mill to any
of the other people the mill would had to be
moved to other coneessions near Collie.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Why do you not ad-
mit that the others were Millar’s Timber
Company ¥

The MINISTER FOE WORES: I under-
stand that the Timber Corporation made an
offer to the timber hewers, and it was said
that the Timber Corporation were Millar’s.
Millar’s said it -was not so. ‘- There is" nod
blame attached to us because of that. <

Hon. W. C, Angwin: You ha.ve done o good
thin . '
TEe MINISTER FOR WORKS In addi-
tion to the mill and plant we got 16,000
acres of freehold land, known as Bnll's ]ease.
or concession, and we alao got 36,000 acres of
Jarrah permxt

Mr. OT.oghlen: It is nol worth much,
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. Thé"MINISTER FOR WORKS: This re-

Dresents a comsiderable area of timber conn-
try. - The Ministér for Railways, by a -process
of legitimate legerdemain, obtained this
26,000 acres and this 16,000 acres”from the
State sawmills as 8 reserve for railway
sleeper supply. Wa shall probably want the
land back again’in the years to coine, but
the value of this area in the meantime will

have to'be paid to us as against thé finaneing.

of the transaction.. Hon. members can:see
the papers; there is no objection to their
seeing' any of .the papers. ~But there éxists
no justification whatever for the statement
that in this transaction there has been any

more secrecy than mnecessarily there must be

if business is to be done.

 Mr. O’Loghlen: You did not hold that
view when you, were sitting in Opposition.

Hon. 'P. Collier:: We should have pro-
claimed it to “thé' woild when we wanted tfo
do anything.

" ‘The Minister for Mines. But a member of
the' Opposition knew all about thése negotia-
Hong,"" T

' Mr, O'Lioghlen: We were attacked in this
connection by the same Minister who is
spgaking now. ’

The SPEAKER: Order!

, The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The mem-
ber for Forrest (Mr. O’Loghlen) wids at
Holyoake when the agréement was signed. He
can, if he wishes, rise here and say anything
he pleases; but T defy him or anyoue else to
attack this purchase on business grounds.

Hon, P. Collier:
will’ take up the chailenge.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I am
quite certain that if he did do so, his friends
in the timber industry would begin to eon-
sider whether he deserves the unlimited love

and trust which they accord to him at. the:

preseut time,
Mr. O’Loghlen:

ing’s leader in the ‘‘West Australian.’’
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That, as

briefly as I ean give it, is the history of the’

purchase. There has been no more secrecy
in connection with the matter than there mnst
be in all business matters! )
_Mr. O’Loghlen: There has been a reversal
of poliey on yomr part. . N
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Hon. mem-
hers know that trading concerns involving

a very large amount of State capital have.

been established in Western Australia.  As
Minister for State trading concerns, I have
the responsibility of businesses representing
something like one million sterling, and I say
that no bnsiness can be successfully conducted
unless ordinary business reficence is observed.
One cannot ery on the housetops everything
that one is going to do; if so0, one’s com!
petitors will know all about it., Therefore
politicians should diseriminate between legi-
timate trading eoncerns, with whieh I-have
been dealing, and those which I may describe
as romantic plunges into the realms of busi-

The member for Forrest,

.. I suceumb, like the far-’
mers’ and settlers’ delegates after this morn-.
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ness in seardh of something or ‘other Wwhich
the plungers do’ not understand, - '

‘Mr. O'Loghlén: What have you in inind;
fish shops? . oo T
" The MINISTER FOR WORKS:, By ihe
purchase of this sawmill we have acquired a
business with a goodwill representing a turn-
aver of many thousands per annum., We have
acquired a share in the overseas trade with
Afriea, India, and elsewhere, a share repre-
senting about 15 per cent. of the total timber
exports of Western Australia. That in itself
has made, and will continue to make, a big
difference to the resuits of the trading of the
State sawmills. An hon. member opposite’
has accused me of being enthusiastic.. But.
my enthusinsm has generally boiled itself
down when it ecomes to plain facts. .I wigh
the hon. member himself - would recognise
this, that when a man puta his hand to- the
plough he'should not look back: Parliament
and the public have the. right to expect rof
ine, as trustee of the State trading concerns,
honesty in all I do. . They have further the
right to expeet that if ¥ possess experience,
1o matter how dearly I may have bought it,
I shall give the benefit of that experience to
the State, and not withhold it, 'Without wish--
ing to boast in any way, I hope I have been
decent to the State, decent to the trading.
concerns, and decent to my own character. !

FUCIE

Mr. . MUNSIE (Hapnans) [6.7]: T fea? I
shall have to occupy some little time ih con-:
nection with the matters mentioned in the.
Governor’s Speech,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Members of the Country:
party want to speak on Tuesday. o
M1, MUNSIE: I quite realise that members
of the Country party do not know exaetly
where they are, after to-day’s conference. T
imust admit that there_is very little in the.
Governor’s Speech, or very little that a mem-’
ber can say much about. In fact, the Speech_
is more utterly devoid of policy than any.
Speech that has been delivered since T have
been a member of the House. .

The Minister for Mines: That is said of .
every successive -(lovernor’s Speech.

‘Hon. P.,Collier: Yes; they get progres-
sively’ worse: - . .

Mr. MUNSIE: T hope that the next Gov--
ernor’s Speech will at any rate give members
a clearer ontline -of the intentioms of the
Ministry. The first paragraph that catehes
my attention in the Speech is No. 3— :
" " In common with every other country in

the divilised world, Western Australia is
* faced with grave problems of reconstruction
. following upon the disturbances of trade,

commerce, and industry during the war.
I shonld have liked to see those sentences
followed by something expressing “the inten-
tions of the Government with regard to over--
coming the difficulties referred to.

The Minister for Mines: We have stated
that in the remainder of the paragraph.
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Mr, MUXSIE: I fail to see if.
the pamg’raph continues—
My advisers, however, beeause of the ability
of the State to produce in abundance many
of the things of which the world is' most in
need, feal that the prospects are encourag-
ing, and that vigour, enterprise, and good-
* will amongst the people are alone necessary
" to replace the material losses of war and. to
inaugurate a period of expansion.
" Mr. Thomson: Emphasise the goodwill.

Mr. MUNSIE: Goodwill probably will have
a very beneficial. effect, but I would have
liked to see the ‘Government make an aftempt
to bring about goodwill among the pcople,
The Government séem absolutely' deveid of
-any policy ~whatever. The Speéech contains
no hint of what they intend to do to‘bring
about gbodwill, Last night the Preniier said
that Westetn: Australia was never moré .pros-
‘perous’ than it is to-day. There may: be a
considerable. number of people in this State
who are doing fairly well—I believe there
are. But I .wish to-repeat, and with empha-
sis, what I stated by way of interjection
during the Premier’s apeech yesterday, that
never during.the 21 years I have spent in
Western. Australia have I known the working
classes of this State to be so bhadly off as

However,

‘they are to-day. I say that, believing it to

be absolutely true.
The Premier: I-have no doubt you beliove
it, but it is not so.

Mr, MUNSIE: The Premier hlmself Enows
that the average working man cammot clothe
his family as they ought to be clothed, and
that he eannot afford to supply them with
boots at present prices; and yet the Premier
talks of wonderful prosperity.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Let the Premier come with
me for a week-end, and I will show him.

Mr. MUNBIE: ’Let the Premier walk up
to . the James-street school, or let him visit
any other State school in the métropolitan
area, and have a look at the ehildren going
into school and coming out. Even on these
bitterly cold and frosty morhings four boys
cut of five are going barefooted, because
their parents cannot possibly buy them boots.
" The Minister for Mines: That is not
“eorrect.

Mr. MUNSIE: It iz correct. In the
hottest simmer weather 1 myself have seen
the children attending the James-street school
eome out in order to proceed to the CUrawley
‘baths, and the great majority of the hoys
coold not possibly stand still on the hot as-
phalt when thé teacher called them to atten-
tion, simply because they had no boots on
their feet.

The Minister for Mines: If one says there
-is prosperity, it does not follow that there is
ne poverty.

Mr. MUNSTIE: The Minister for Mines
knows perfectly well that there is a very
great deal of poverty. There ara hundreds
-of people in the metropolitan ‘area to-day
going hungry; and their children, too, are
geing hingry. These people are not able to
:get enough fo eat. .

The ‘\Im:ster for Mmes Pure rubb:sh'
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Mr, MUNSIE: It is a fact. Aund then we
find thié National Government, thesq preach-
ers of prosperity, ahxious to save a shilling
bere and there, though they do not object.to
spending thousands of pounds in other direc-
tions; we find them putting. on a higiness
manager first of all in the Charities Depart-.
ment, to edt out the rations of the old-age
pensigners. That is the kind of economy the
Government are practising.

The Minister for Mines: The leader of the
Opposition knows, and you.alse know, that

‘everyhody who begs i3 not deserving: ,

Mr, MUNSIE: T know that, but does the

‘Minigter for Mines contand t.hah becanse the

Federal Government Were mean enough only
to increase the old-age pension from 12s, 6d.
to 15s. per week, the State Governmont had .a
right to eut off the few little provisions that
were given to old-age pensioners to enable
them {o live?! Was.that good policy? .And
does the Minister for Mines agree with that

policy?

The Minieter for Mines: I may, or I may
not. You should give notice of that question.,

My. MUNSIE: T say straight out that I do
not agree with that policy, and I am prepared
to express my disagreement, and so should
the Minister for' Mines be. Next there is the
paragraph of the Governor’s Speech dealing
with finanee. I do not want to touch on the
subjeet of finance, because no stranger in-
dictment has ever been made against any
CGovernment on the score of finance than that

.made by the Jeader of the Opposition against

the present Government during his speech on
the Address-in-reply. .

Bitting suspended from 615 to 7.30 pm.

Mr, MUNSBIE: Before tea T was——

Hon, P. Coliier: Before the hon. member
procesds I think we ought to have a quorum.
It is .not very c¢reditable if the Government
cannot keep a quorum at this early stage of
the session.

The Premier: It is not very creditable to

-gither side of the House.

Bells rung; guorum formed.

Mr, MUNSIE: Before tea I.stated that
in regard to paragraph 4 of the Governor’s
Speech, the leader of the Opposition had so
successfully dealt with the subject that it
was unnecessary for me fo say anything far- -
ther upon the point. In regard: to paragraph
5, all T intend to say is that the Premier has
here brought to bear his usual optimism. I
hops his anhmpatlons will be fully realised,
for manifestly it is in the interests of the
country as a whole that we should have a
bountiful harvest. I hope we shall pet- it.
In respect of the settlement of returned sol-
diers on the lond, I believe. the Govermment

-have attempted to place a considerable num-

ber of men. But I hope that the Premier, in
any future statements he may have to make
in regard to the land ‘settlement of returned
soldiers, will give the public t6 understand
the true posxhon Th]s parag‘raph in the

o . LI b
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Governor’s Speeeh will lead the public to bes
lieve that- some 3,000 extra settlers have-been
placed on the land. The - Premier himself
readily admits that that is mot.so; he ad-
mitted the other night that ome-third or
* more—— : )

The Premier: More than one-half. i

Mr, MUNSIE: That more than one-half
of the 3,000 have merely taken possession of
farms purchased from other people. As .I
say, I hope that in any future. statement in
regard to the settlement of soldiers. on the
land the Premier will tell the public the true
facts. I do .not altogether approve of the
wholeaale—I do .not, eay that it should not
be done in some instances, for in this respeet
a soldier has the same right as others—I do
not approve of the wholesale system of buy-
ing out practical farmers to put inexperi-
enced men in their places; it i8 not to the
advantage of Western Auptralia.

The Premier: It does not mean that in
every case. In some. cases we have bought

. blocks of Jand. without improvements,

Mr. MUNSIE: But in many instances
farms have been purchased as- going con-
eerns from practical farmers, and soldiers
have been pnt on those farms.

The Premier: I admit that,

Mr., MUNSIE: Paragraph 7 deals with
mining, Tike the leader of the Opposition,
I am sorry to see in the Speech the pessi-
mism displayed in respect of gold mining,
do not know why we should be so pessimistic
about the goldmining industry. I admit that
during last year the quantity of gzold won
deereased; but we must take into considera-
tion the fact that for two months out of
Iast year the output absolutely ceased on the
Golden Mile, which of course had a big effeet
on the total output of the State. However,
in regard to the goldmining industry gener-
ally, during the last nine months it has
looked particularly bright, indeed never was
it brighter. The member for Kimberley
{(Mr. Durack) in moving the Address-in-
reply made use of these words—‘With the
high prices prevailing for our wheat and wool
and other raw materials prospects never
looked brighter.”” That, I believe, is true
in regard to our wheat and wool producers,
But that is not all that is required. The
consumers of the products of those two in-
dustries atand for some. consideration, and
while wheat and wool are bringing enormous
prices, tens of thousands of our people are
nol in a position to get, or at least not in
sufficient quantities, the products from those
two industries. The hon. member went on to
say—_“ with: the high cost of commeodities and
the increase in wages mining is not Jooking
too well”” T admit that the cost of
mining requisites kas gone up considerably
during the war. Here let me say that the
Government of Western Australia were
lacking a little in their duty to those in the
industry. Prior to the outhreak of war,
we had in Western Australia one firm that
was almost solely responsible for -the im-
portation of fraeteur, namely Strelitz Bros.
After the outbreak of war that firm ceaged
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doing business, and the Government made
certain arrangements., But I contend that
the Government could have assisted mining
& little further in vespeet of explosives had
theyy undertaken the full responsibility of-
importing fracteur. Now let me make an
explanation in regard to the remarks of the
member for Kimberley, concerning  the .in-
crease in- wages. For the last 20 years the
.men on the Eastern goldfields have been the
most peaceful body of workers in .any State
of the Commonwealth or of the Dominions.

‘For their self sacrifice, for their peaceful-

ness they are to-day the worst paid section
of workers in Australia; that is to say, in
relation to the cost of living. The hon.
member spoke of increased wages.. I admit
that about four years ago the lower paid
men, ‘the men on the minimum, the truckers
and shovellers, received a wmagnificent in-
ereage of twopence per day, They adcepted
that inme¢reuse and worked om for three
yeéars, at the end of which time a case was.
cited in the Federal Arbitration Court. As
the result of that citation the men on the
minjmum received the splendid inerease of
one penny per day, but a considerable seec-
tion of the wages men working under-
ground in Kalgoorlie sustained a reduetion
of sixpence per day. As a matter of faet,
the machine men are working in Kalgoorlie
and Bounlder to-day for less wages than
they received 20 years ago. Yet the hon.
member eomplains ‘that the increase in
wages is responsible for a depreciation in
mining prospeets, . :

Thé Minister for Works: Do you mean
that as a general rule the wages are less?

Mr. MUNSIE: No, I say that one out of
every two of the machine men working on
the Golden Mile to-day.is receiving less.
Twenty years ago that man was paid 13s.
4d. a day, po distinction being made be-
tween the two men. But the Federal Court
awarded the man on ‘the trick 123. 9d. per
day, or sevenpence a day less. The man on
the handle reeeives 13s. 4d. but the man
who actually does the work is getting 7d.
per day less than he got 20 years ago.
Therefore it is up to hon. members not to
complain about the increase im wages, par-
ticularly in the mining industry. I hope
that paragraph 7 was not inspired. In any
ease it i5 not a good augury for the Govern-
ment of the country to introduce such a.
subject knowing as they do that the em-
ployees of the goldmining industry have
their case cited before the Arbitration
Court. I do not believe the paragraph re-
presents the Premier’s views, for T am con-
vinced that, left to himself, he eould not
display the pessimism exhibited in this
paragraph. The next paragraph deals with
prospecting. I want te again emphasise the
fact that a good deal of prospecting has
been dome during the last seven or eight
months with wonderfully good results. AIll
that T am sorry for is that the first dis-
eovery should have been made on Hampton
Plains. Had it been at St. Ives there would
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have been a much brighter tale io tell to-
day. Personally I have every confidence in
the outlook. I have been to St. Ives and
seen several shows, and I have seen the
" produets again since T came back., The
general reports from St. Ives, from the sur-
face to the bottom of the deepesi shaft,
.8how the brightest prospects. We have
rever had a better outlock for mining. As
a total proposition Hampton Plains, I
admit, is not what it was boomed to be;
but nevertheless we -are going to get two
or three reasonably good mines at Hamp-
ton Plains. I am sorry that the boom took
q)la('-e at Hampton Plains seeing that it way
on private property, Possibly there would
have been better results bad the Hampton
Plains Company been less grasping. The
boom started there about 12 months ago,
and surveyors were constantly at work
after that, but only within the last two
months, after people had been working
leases continuously for several months,
have the company discovered that several
of the leases are ‘“adjoining bloeks” -and
belong to the company. That is not giving
these men a fair deal. Regarding the com-
paxy’s appeal to the Government, they have
not been fair to those who have taken up
leases on the property., Members of the
Kelgoorlie road board eame to Perth and
asked the Minister for £3,000 to construet
a road fo Hampton Plains. I admit that
the road was mneeessary. The company
offered to contribute a quota of the cost,
and the road board offered to find a quota,
provided the Minister made up the balance.
To the Minister’s -eredit, be it said, he came
to light with the money and the road was
constructed. The instant the road was com-
pleted, the eompany issued a eireular to
every leaseholder eharging him on his lease
sufficient to compensate them for the money
they had eontributed as their share of the
cost of the road, so that the company are
really paying ‘not ome penny of the eost,
but are taking it out of the pockets of the
“leaseholders.

The Minister for Works: That is not how
it was 'represerited to me. I understood that
the £1,500 found by the company was their

“own’ funds. - i ’ ’

Mr, MUNSIE: Yes, they put up their
own funds in the first instance, but they
are now making a charge against the lease-
holders in order to ‘recover the money
from them, That is not a priper way for
the ‘company to treat people who are
trying to do something to further the
mining industry. Regarding Mount
Monger, 1 totally disagree with the
action taken by the Minister for Mines. I
quite agree with the reguldtion issued by the
Mines Department to prevent the exploiting
of the public in the matter of prospeetuses
and the flotation of companies. Had mining
been a Federal matter, and had there been
development of the same magmitude ag that
at Hampton Plains, Mt. Monger, and Ive’s
Find, the Federal Minister would have been
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in Kalgoorlie, distant though it is from Me).
bourne. If developments of the same im-
portance had occurred in New South Wales,
away from the capital ¢ity, the Minister would
have been on the spot pretty soconm and pretty
often. I say it was the duty of the Minister
for Mines to establish himself in Kalgooriie
for a month, six weeks, or even two months

The Minister for Mines: Where were you!
I did not hear from you.

Mr. MUNSIE: The Minister did not have
much chance to hear from me. If he was not
in Albany, he was in the Eastern State. He
was not in thig State very much.

The Minister for Minea: I did not hear
from you or see you. You waited to see
which way the cat jumped before opening
your mouth,

Mr. MUNSIE: I was on one deputation
to the Minister himself, and I was on several
deputations at Kalgoorlie. ~The Premier
passed through Kalgoorlie twice, and I was
present at the deputatiops whiech waited upon

-him. T say it was the duty of the Minister

for Mines, not the Premier, to be there, al-
though I give the Premier credit for having
been there.

'The Minister for Mines: Where were yol.i

“when I was in Ealgoorlie? - I'wag there three

times and did not see you, -

Mr. Hudson: One of you must be wrong.
The hon, member said he was on a deputation
to you. - . .

Mr, MUNSIE: That was in Perth, not in
Kalgoorlie. The Minister for Mines made a
migtake in sending a Government-official to
sample any ‘show at Mt, Monger, I admit
that there were afloat reports and ruimours of
all descriptione regarding the values being
obtained at Mt, Monger., To ease the feel-
ing that prevailed, the Minister announcel
that he intended to send one of the heads of
the department, either the. geologist or the
mining engineer, to sample the various shows.
The expert went along, and the leaseholders,
shareholders, and public generally ‘were look-
ing for the expert’s report. But what hap-

“pened? The Minister, after a very long time,

issued a statement throngh the Press, but not
oneg man, whether leascholder, shareholder, or
member of the general publie, who read that
stztement gleaned from it anything more
abont the eonditions at Mt. Monger than he
knew before. . . .

The Minister for Mines: That is pretty
clever. You could not do that.

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not kmow whether it
is ¢lever. I think it is absolutely misleadinr,
If the Minister had set out to damn the field
at Mt, Monger, he could not have been more
successful. If the Press can be helieved.
the Minister has recently sent an exvert
out again to report on the developments at
Mt. Monger. What ig the use of sending au
expert there again? Reports are again being
eirculated of rith developments at the 105
feet level in the Lass o’ Gowrie, and the 40
feet level in the Mt. Monger Proprietary.
But what is the use of sending an expert
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there again if the Government do not allow

-the : public  to. learn what his opinion ds? -

- There-.can. be only ome of two "things.
man who sampled the. Mt. Monger shows was
qmt.a capable of taking a gennine sample and
giving & correct report of the values. He
- sampled. several shows, but either the. report
showed: the values to be so low that the Min-
ister declined to publish it through fear of
doing harm to shareholders or it was.so fabu-
touely rich that he was afraid it. would cause
a rush which, might not be justified..

-The Minister- for Mines: It mlght ha.ve
been neither of' those two things.

Mr. MUNSIE: I -do"not “care wha.t the ~
- turn it -down,

reagon might have hesn.

Mr, JFohustoh: There is a mystery, any-
hovw, ' o o

Mr, MUNSIE: When the Government,
through tlie Minister for Mines, took upon
, themaelves- the responslblhty of sending an
"expert officer to Mt Monger, and notified
the public thit théy were doing so, and doing
it or behalf of the public, the public shoul_c'l
have been given the result of the investi-
zation.

The Mixister for Mines: They were.

Mr. MUNBIE: I say they were not. There
ig not one leaseholder at Mt. Monger who
knows what Mr. Blatchford ‘s report was, un-
less the Minister has told him. The report
- has not been pubhahed or glven to the eoun-
" try.

The Mmmter for Mmes
lished.,

Mr. MUNSIE: That statement is not cor-
rech. Is the Minister prepared to lay Mr.
Biatehford’s report on the Table of the
House to verify the report which he himgelf
submitted? I know he ig not. I know posi-
tively that Mr. Blatehford would not put
in a report such as was published in the
¢¢Wegt Australian.’! At that particular time
there was a great stir owing to the Federal
Treasurer having tesigned while on an im-
portant mission to Xondon. Tt was an-
nounced that the Prime Minister would make
. 8 definite statement as to the reasons for the
Federal Treasurer’s resignation, That defi-
nite statement duly .appeared, and, on the
following day, the statement of the Minister
for Mines appeared in the Press, and not a
man or woman who read those statements
knew any more after reading them than be-
fore, They were both clever in disguising the
true facts. Mr. Hughes told 'us nothing of
the reasons why Willy Watt resigned. Like-
wise the statement of the Minister for Mines
told us nothing about Mt. Monger. I believe
that if the Minister publishes the report of
the expert’s second visit to Mt. Monger, it
will not prevent this distriet from pgoing
ahead as a -gold producing centre.

The Minister for Mines: Why did not you
say that long ago?.

Mr. MUNSIE: T did say it long ago.

~The Minister for Mmes'- Why, you were
waltmg for the eat to, jomp,

Mr. MUNSIE: I was not

It has been pub-,

Te

The °
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" The Minister for Mines:

say it? "
Mr. MUNSIE:

When did you

To a deputat:lon which

- waited- ob the- Premier at Ka,lgoorhe, urging:

the -necessity for acceptmg Creedo,u s offer
to keep the prospectors at Mt. Monger.

The Minister for Works: About the water
buginessa?

Mr, MUNSIE: Yes.

The Minister for Mlnes I said it before
yon did. -

Mr. MUNSIE: Evidently the Minister for
Mines had not much influence with the Gov-
ernment, because they turned it down.

The Minister for Mmes They ‘did ngh

Mr. MUNSIE; The questlou had been dis-
cussed in Kalgoorlie with a deputation which
waited on the Minister' for Mines himself.
The Minister-had gone East, the request had
come to Perth, Mr. Creedon himself had
come to Perth and had gome back:to, Kal-
goorlic, when the Premier arrived and the
local governing bodies raised "a deputation

and asked the Premier why -it had Dbeen
turnad down.
The Minister for Works: You have not,

- the whole of the facts.

-

Mr, MUNSIE: The Premier knew nothing
about it, but he read a telegram which had

 beeh. gent by Mr. Colebatch to the Kalgoorlie

council, This telegram was read by the
deputation, The Minigter for Works knows
that the first offer made by Mr. Creedon was
turned down, and eventua.lly somebody: else’ ’s
offer was accepted.

The Minister for Works: Tt was accepted

. within 48 hours,

Mr. MUNSLE: There was a lot wlnch I
had ‘intended te say in connection with tri-

- buting, but seeing that the leader 'of the
. Opposition hag given notice of a motien for

the appomtment of a.Royal Coinmission,
and seeing that the Minister has assured the
memher for Menzies (Mr, Mullany) that he
intends to deal with tributing in the Mining
Act Amendment Bill, I ghall’ have sufficient
opportunities later on to deal with this mai-
ter. In passing, T may say that I do not

+ kdow of’ any legislafion whieh is more ur-

gently required than legls]atlon dealing with
tributing.

The Minister for Mines:
approaching.

Mr. MUNSIE: I am’ not afra.ld of the
election. For over four years I have advo-
cated the introduction of legislation to deal
with tributing, I do not believe the Minis-
ter can successfully deal with tributing by

An e]ectlon id

- an amendment of the Mining Aet. The ques-

tion reqnires a Bill to itself. T am prepared
to discuss the amendments when the Minis-
ter brings them forward. There is no sec-
tion of the workKing community in this Stafe
that has ‘been robbed to a greater extent
than the tributers on the Golden Mile. I
believe the same condjtions prevail in other
parts of the Btate where tributes are let.
The tributer has no say of any sort. He
simply has to work and take what Fhe comi-

?
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pany likes to give him. 'I‘hat is a.nother
veason why I ami. pleased to see that ‘the
leader of the Opposition intends-to move for
a Royal Commission on this ‘matter.

The Minister for Mines: That would only

delay it.

Hon. P. Collier: We could do it all in a
fortnight. ’

‘Mr, MUNSIE: The Royal Commission

would, at all events, afford Parliament a
better idea of the conditions prevailing on
the goldfields and the remedies required- to
alter that position. A Royal Commission of
this kind is necessary in the imterests of the
shareholders of some of the big mines in
Kalgoorlie and Boulder. Either these mines
have beer badly managed in the early days,
or there has heen a deliberate conspiracy to
defraud the shareholders, In the interests
of the mining industry generally this Royal
Commission i3 required.

Mr. Mullany: It may have beew a bit of
both.

Myr. MUNSIE: Probably 6. When a b1g
mine ceases operations from the company
standpoint, -becanse it cannot any longer
make both ends meet, it advertises for tri-
buters,  The remarkable thing about it is
that when an outsider .asks for a ttibute he

is requested to point out where he desires to.

work, The company, in nine cases out of
ten, sends a man down to sample the place
that is spécified, and if it iz found to bhe
worth looking at the management usually
reserve it for their own purposes.
few exceptions on the Golden Mile, the man-
agement of the mines are directly inferested
in all the good tributes, That is why I say
there ia conspiracy somewhers.

Hon. P. Collier: They make very big pro-
fits.

The Minister for Works:
be frand against the shareholderst

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes. The shareholders do
not know what is going on.
case of a big mine which is in liquidation.
The ecompany started to let tributes and
during the period of i{wo years of iribute

it has made a clear profit of over £33,000..

[ am of opinidn that the management and
ptaff of.that mine have made considerably
more than that. 'The sharcholders shauld
know that these things are going om, and the
Royal Commission will be o¢né means by
which they will be’ mada aware of them,

- The Minister for Mines: ~ The leader of

the Oppomtmn w1].l have no ease at all
directly. ’
- Mr, MUNSIE: A great deal yét re-

mains to be said, and ‘T hdve’'a great many
facts still to bring before the Chamber that
will gurprise hon, members. = The Govefn-
ment will get all' the faets, :

- The Minister for Minea: Why did you not
send them along¥

-Mr. MUNSIE: The M1mster knows as

well as 1 do that in the past it has. been.
to get evidence, from.‘

almost nnpoamble
the tributers..
as a

They will .go ma lnm

With very.

Would that not

We have the-

member of Parliament, or as"

1
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Muuster for Mmes, and ‘point out. how
they-are being robbed under the ‘conditiony of
tribute, but when they ‘are asked for the
statement that is issued to 'them by the com-
pany, showihg'their rétitins, and- -asked - for
permission to make use of that statement on
the floor of the House as evidence, the ‘tri-
buters invarialily say, ‘‘No, I might lose my
tribute: if* T did.’’ Nearly all! the tributers
on the Perseverance, however, are prepared
to put in their statements as'evidence, and:
1 have a considerable number of -copies of
such statements, These tribiters are not to .
be bluffed any longer, and I have plenty. of,
evidence to produce on their behalf,

The Mmlster for Works: Does that prov'e
that the staff 'of 8 mine is robbing the share-
holders® )

Mr. MUNSIE: A]t.hough 'the staff of a
mine on which there are good tributes may
not be working oun it, they may be interested
in theé tributes, and a man has no chance of
getting on to such tribrtes nnless he takes in
some of the staff with him.

The Minister for Mines:
advised of this position?¥ )

Mr. MUNSIE: The Minister has known :
it for years.

The M.uuster for Mines:
sort

Why are we not '

Nothing of the

MUNSIE The Minister knows that.
these condlt.mns have prevailed for years, and
that” thé tributers have been consistently
robbed. .

The Minister for Mines: No deputation of
tributers has ever mentioned any such thing
to me. ’

Mr. MUNSIE: I have been told of ome
case in which two men worked for mine
weeks, They broke out the ore, had it earted
and crushed, and in that period cleaned up
from the ore produced £497 worth of gold.
Their dividend, however, was 16s. 1d. per
week each, and the company took the rest.
Does the Minister think that ig fair?

The Minigter for Mines: I do not say that.
Why do you not send this information along
officially? We ought to know the facts.

- Mr. MUNSIE: T will give the Minister all *
the facts when the tributers’ Bill comes
along. B

The Minister for Mines: That is a nice-
attitude for a public man to' adopt. You are
asking, on behalf of the tributers, for legis-
lation to assigt them. Why do you not pro-
vide us with informatién to endble us to
put that legjslatlon before the House in
proper form?

Mr. MUNSIE: T im piepared to give the
Minister all the information T have. Every
time ke has'been to Kalgoorhe to see the tribr-
uters, he has been kept away from the men
whe are prepared ‘to submit the companies’
statements, and-has gone to those who are not
80 prepared. .

The Mmlster for Minea: That. is not cor-
rect; T have heen to every one.

.Mr MUNSIE: The~ Minister did not see
the "A.W.U. meinbers.



108

10 8ee me.

Mr. Green: They wired you from Perth.

Mr. MUNSIE: I waut some explanation in
?egard to paragraph 13 of the Speech. By
interjection the Premier inferred that the
last section of the paragraph 13 was correct,
namely, that the Commonwealth Government
would do much of the propaganda work and
pay the fares of immigrants, the selection of
whom would remain entirely in the hands of
the- State authorities. I am sorry the Pre-
mier has not given vs more information as
to that paragraph, so that we might know the
truth.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: How can it be truef?

Mr. MUNSIE: We have a definite state-
ment to .the contrary published in the Press,
over the signature of the Prime Minister, and
yet the Premier says that the statément in
the Governor’s Speech is true and that the
State Government have the selection of the
immigrants. Their responsibility, he says,
starts when the immigrants land in Avs-

tralia, T ho;{e the Premier will give us gome
information later on.
~ The Minister for Mines: 1 will give

you some now. This Government has never
agreed to allow the Federal Government to
select the immigrants. The understanding
arrived at in Melhoume was that the Fed-
eral Government would select the class of
immigrant that we desired, that we would
not take them unless we were satisfied, and
that we were to take them as we wanted
them,

The SPEAEER: Order!

Mr, MUNSIE: The Speech refers to the
Shops and Factories Bill, introdnced last ses-
aion, and salse says that a Bill will be pre-
sented to continue the operations of the Prices
Regulation Aet. I hope that when the latter
measure is before us the Government will ac-
cept an amendment for the hearing of ‘the
evidence in open court. Last session, after

g two hours’ discussion on an amendment’

moved by the leader of the Opposition, I re-
marked that the whole of the evidence taken
before the Commission should be taken in
open court and be open to the Press. When
that was defeated I also stated that the Gov-
ernment might as well place the Bill in- the
waste paper basket, and that I did not believe

the Bill wonld do any good. I have no de-.

sire to disparage any good the Commission
may have done; probably they have succeeded
in keeping down the- cost of gome commeodi-
ties, but they will never make a success of
price-fixing under a system of fixing prices by
Act of Parliament, unless the evidence given
before the Commission i3 open to the public.
I can see no objection to puch a eourse. The
principle has been adopted in South Australia
in certain direetions, The evidence taken there
has shown the necessity for further powers
 being given to State Govermments to deal
. with price fixing. Before the Price Fixing
Commission in Sputh Awustralia the Vacuum
0ol Co, asked for an increase of 1s, per case on
kerosene. The Commission first of all refused

The Minister for Mines: They never asked
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to accede to the request, but after some argun-
ment, it was decided to adjourn the case so
that further inquiry might be made. They
were told point blank by the representative
of the Standard Oil Co. that if they did not
agree to the ls, increase; there would be mo
oil imported into South Australia. Here is
something for the Federal Government to take
on, for evidently the South Australian Govern-
ment have not the necessary power. The
Federal Government should say to such peo-
ple, ““You will not be allowed to import any
oil inte Australia.’

The Minister for Mines:
the Britigh Oil Co. do it?

Mr. MUNSIE: The British Oil Co. have no
representatives in Australin and are only ne-
gotiating now in that direction. Here i8 an
opportunity for the Federal Government to
encourage British production, and assist the
British 0Qil Co. If the Standard 0il Co,
powarful ag it is, knew that the Federal
Government could obtazin supplies from the
Pergian oilfields they would gquickly climb
down rather than lose the whole of the Aus-
tralian trade. They would climb down, and
probably would enter into competition with
the British Qil Co., and then most likely we
would get oil cheaper than we get it to-day.

Mr. Green: Both coinpanies are in the one.
joke, anyhow.

The Minister for Mines: There you arel
It is no use passing that on to the Prime
Minister. .

Mr., MUNSIE: The member for Kalgoor-
lie {Mr. Green) no doubt believes he is right,
but I do mot think he is. .

Mr. Green: Yes. I have got the dinkum

Why shonld nnt.

oil. ‘

Mr. MUNSIE: In any case, neither com-
pany is willing te lose the whole Australian
trade. It is toe big a trade to lose. There
are several other Bills promised by the Gov-
ernor ’s Speech. One of them is for the ap-
pointment of n Commissioner of State trad-
ing comeerns. A good deal has been said as
to the attitude of the Government towards
State trading concerns. The Minister for
Works seems to think that we on this side
are aceusing him of something dreadful, and’
that we disapprove of his action in.purchas-
ing the timber hewers’ property. But the
Minister ia quite wrong. There is no member
on this side of the House accuses the Min-
ister of having done wrong in purchasing
the sawmill. We agree with his policy in that
respect: it is our policy. But the hon. gen-
tleman wants to be very, very careful indeed,
or else he will break hie neck while trying to
turn somersaultsa. He is the very biggest op-
ponent of purchasing anything on behalf of
the State. What we complain of, therefore,
is the incongistency of the hon. gentleman.
He condemns State trading concerns, lock,
stock and barrel, root and branch; and then
at the first opportunity he spends £84,000,
without the suthority of Parliament, in pur-
chaging something that is going to extend a
Btate trading concern, Now the Government
propose to pass a measure for the appoint-
ment a State' trading concerns Commis-
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sioner. I cannot disecuss that Bill, because it
is not yet before the House; but, as the
leader of the Opposition said, if the measure
nieans anything, it means making State trad-
ing concerns permanent in Western Australia.

Mr, Underwood: They are permanent.

Mr, MUNSIE: I know that, and so does
the member for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood),
and so does the Premier; and, but for his
knowledge of that fact, the Premier would
have brought down a motion for the sale of
those concerns. But he knows that for such
a proposal he can get a majority neither in
this House nor in the country. Another Bill
promiged is for the purpese of remaving the
disqualification of women to sit in Parlia-
ment. I would have liked to see the Govern-
ment go gtill further and remove all the dis-
abilities of women, However, the Bil}-in,
question will have my whole-hearted support.
A woman has as muach right to the full fran-
chise in any British Dominion as any man
has. Next, I want to deal briefly with some
of the actions of the prcsent Government. T
do not know how long this session is likely to
last, but if the Government introduce all the
RBills that they have announced up to date,
and proceed with them, it will last till
Christmas.

Mr, Underwooed: Ia there any chance of its
lasting over the elections? .

Mr. MUNSIE: Last session, no matter
what Bill was being discussed in this Cham-
ber, if any member on the Opposition side
rose to speak for a second time in Commit-
tee, or even if two or three members spoke
on the second reading, the ery from the Min-

isterial benches was, ‘‘For heaven’s
sake give us a chance; you are
criticising us as .to what we ghould

do; Jet us get the session over and get into
recess, 50 that we ean do something from the
administrative point of view.’”  That was
the ery from heginning to end. Personally,
I felt sympathetic towards the Government,
and repeatedly refrained from speaking when
otherwise I might have spoken. - I wanted the
Government to have the opportunity they
asked for. Well, they got into recess, and
they remained there for eight montha.

Mr. Underwood: But Ministers had to
go East,

Mr. MUNSIE: During the recess Ministers
have done nothing but joy-ride to. the East-
<ern States. The Premier says now that every-
thing in the garden is lovely, but I fail to
observe any heneficial Ministerial action from
an administrative point of view,

Mr., Underwood: Ministers did no harm.’

‘Mr. MUNSIE: Yes, they did. Immedi-
ately upon getting into recess they taxed the
users of the Western Australian Goverament
railways to the extent of about £270,000 an-
noally. . ‘

The Minister for Mines: We had to raise
fdares and freights in order to pay the in-
creased wages. ’

Mr. MUNSIE: The increased wages ‘had
been granted, and the Government kunew they
had to pay them, and were in faet paying
them, for at least three weeks hefore the

5]
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close of the session. A qguestion was put
from this side of the House to ths Minister
for Railways whether anything definite had
been decided upon by the Government with
regard to increased railway fares and
freights; and we were assured that Govern-
ment had never considered the matter.

The Minister for Mines: Qnite correct.

Mr, MUNSIE: The Minister says it is
quite ecorreet. I have no wish to be dis-
courteous, but [ doubt that statement. First
of all, knowing the hon. gentleman as I know
him, I cannot credit that he would leave for
the Eastern States on the day after Parlia-
ment prorogued

Hon, P, Collier: On the same day.

Mr, MUNSIE: Would go East, allowing
the Government to fix, behind his hack, the
fares and freights of his department.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: In to-d=y’s newspaper
the Honorary Minister ‘is reported as stating
that the Government had heen discussing the
matter for weeks.

Mr., MUNSIE: We know that that is the
case. The inereased fares and freights had
been agreed to before the Minister for Rail-
ways went East, The Government waited for
Farliament to prorogue, and then they came
along with the inecreases. Again, we were
told from the other side of the House that
cven if there were increases they would not
exeeed 8 total of £100,000. From the Gov-
ernment’s own admission Wwe have since
léarned that the increases total £275,000.

The Minister for Works: Then we have
done something.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes, and immediately
afterwards the hon. gentleman spent £80,000
on a sawmill,

‘The Minister for Mires:
much astray in your facts,

Mr, MUNSIE: T would like the Minister
for Railways to give-us the exact date om.
which {abinet agreed to increase fares amd

You are very

- freights. He was mnot in the State when the

increases were published, There is anofher
little matter of taxation to which I desire .to
call attention. It may not amount to very
much, but to my mind it is unfair; and when
I. see what I considér unfair taxation im-
posed on any section of the community, I am
prepared to object on that section’s behalf.
The incidence of this taxation is on the sport-
ing public of Western Australia, in the met-
ropolitan area more partienlarly. The regu-
latipns of the Government railways provide
for first class and second class fares, Now,
if a passenger wants to travel to the race-
course on A race day, he has to ge in a horse
train on a second eclass ticket. For the
special trains—and there are three of them—
the Government will not isme second class
tickets, thus obliging each passenger travel-
ling by those traing to buy a first class tickef,
which, moreover, costs more -than double the
ordinary first elass fare. On top of that,
tha Government provide him with a ecattle
truek to ride in.. That is not a fair deal. The
gporting community are already paying a
fair tax, and if a man wants to go to a race-
course for an afternoon’s enjoyment he has-
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just 23 much right to do so as another man
has to go to a football or cricket mateh.

Mr. Underwood: A man must be prepared
to pay for his sins. -

Mr. MUNSIE: I am prepared to pay for
my sing, but T am not prepared to be im-
posed upon without protesting. I contend
that the present attitude of the Railway ]?e-
partment in this counnection represents an im-
position on those travelling to and from the
race courses. .

The Minister for Works:. They will never
feel it. S

Mr. MUNSIE: I could say a great deal
concerning matters. that are not in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech but that ought to he there.
However, L.will refer to just two items. It
has been stated by hon. members opposite,
and espeecially by the leader of the Country
party to-night, that there is no class struggle
in Western Australia., The sconer the Gov-
ernment realise, and the Western Australian
people as a whole realise, that there is such.
a striggle in progress. here, the better it
will be for all sections of our eommunity.
However, the Government in.the course of a
fairly lengthy programme make not one re-
ference to industrial legislation, with the ex-
ception of the Shops and Factories Bill in-
ttoduced last session. No Government have
had a bettér opportunity for realising the
urgent need of amending industrial legisla-
tion than the present Government, but there
is not one word from them on the subject.
And still they say, “'We want industrial
peace.”’ The instant trade unionists, tired
of waiting month aftér month, ‘or possibly
year after year, to get their grievances tested
decide to cease work, they are told that they
are Bolsheviks or something of the sort, and
informed that they must be tolerant. But
toleration has not got to be all on one side. -

The Minister for Works: What is your
remedy for the industrial unrest? .

My, MUNSIE: Improved industrial con-
ditions.

The Minister for Works: What are they?
The Trades Hall cannot tell us.

Hon. P. Collier: ‘Appoint you industrial
egiumissioner. -

Mr. MUNSIE: In my opinion the time
has long been ripe for the introduction of
emending industrial Jegislation. QOur pre-
sent Arbitration Act is utterly obsolete.

'Mr. Underwood: How would you. amend
it

Mr. MUNSIE: Pirst by abolishing the
provision that a Supreme Court judge shall
it as President of the Arbitratior Court. A
practical man is wanted in that position, not
a Supreme Court judge. I fully acknowledge
that every judge who has sat as President of
the Arbitration Court has given true  awards
according to his lights. But a Supreme Court
Judge does not know, In any case, we are
not likely to get induatrial .peace while our
industrial legislation stands in suech urgent
need of amendment.

Mr, Underwood: What other amendments
do you want?
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Mr. MUNSBIE: If the hon. member does
not know what amendments I require in the
Industrial Arbitration Act, and if he wounld
like to know, I shall finish my speech in five:
minutes and shall then be prepared to devota
a guarter of an hour upstairs to writing out
my proposed amendments for his perusal,

The Minister for Mines: Why go upstairs
when the stage of His Majesty’s Theatre is.
available?

Mr., MUNSIE: There is another industrial
Act that seriously requires amending. I refer
to the Workers’ Compensation Aect, and T -
have already given notice of motion in the
direction of securing an expression of opinion
from the House that an amendment of that
neasure is necessary. .- : .

Mr. Hudson: You do not say in what
direction, .

Mr. MUNSIE: T will tell the hon, member:
when my motion eomes forward. o

Mr. Hudson: It would be convenient if we.
knew now, ) " .

Mr. MENSIE: I do not think the Speaker
would permit-me to refer to that subject now.

Mz, Underwood; There are members on this:
side of the House prepared to help you if
you tell them what amendments you desire.’

Mr. MUNSIE: 1 can tell hon, memhers
this, that Western Australia is far behind
every other State of the Commonwealth so far® -
ag the Workers’ Compensation Act i8 con-
cerned, and also a long ‘way behind other
British Dominions. The workeérs in this-State
are considerably worse off than the work-
ers in England. The legislation there is
much further advanced in the interesta of the
workers than is the ease in Western Austra-
lia. The Government are continually erying
out about industrial unrest, but they do not
seem to realise the necessity for the introduc-
tion of legisiation to afford relief. There is
another matter I wish to refer to before I
resume my seat, and it is that of the strike
of civil servants. In this connection I want
to lay the blame for that strike on the shoul-
ders of the Government, There iz no ques-
tion about it that the Government were en-

" tirely to blame.

The Minister for Mines: Hear, hear!

Mr. MUNSIE: The Minister for Mines in- -
terjects, ‘‘Hear, hear.’? ’

Thé Minister for Mines: All Governments
are to blame,

Mr. MUNSIE: The Government otcupy
their position so as to be zble to do things.

The Minister for Mines: And when they do
anything the Opposition eriticise ‘if.
_ Mr, MUNSIE: That is what T am doing.
It was the Minister for Mines who, about
four months ago, demanded of the civil ser-
vants that they should accept a board.

The Minister for Mines: That is news to

me, :
Mr. MUNSIE: Then the (Government of
which he iz a member refused to grant the
eivil servants a board until those civil ser-
vants issned their ultimatum.
The Minister for Mines: That is incorrect.
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My, MUNSIE: It is not incorrect; it is
quite troe.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
¢hairman of the board?

Mr. MUNSIE: I noticed in to-night’s paper
that Mr. Justice Northmore is to be appointed
chairman. I repeat that 1 blame the Govern-
ment entirely for the strike which occurred.
T they had granted the board when the eivil
service were appesaling for it, the strike
would not have bappened. After the strike
had taken place and the second offer was
made by the disputes committee of the ser-
vice, the Government, in my opinion, were
foolial: not to accept it with both hands. The
Minister for Works shakes his head. I be-
lieve it would have heén a much better set-
tlement in the interests of the people than the
settlement which was afterwards concluded.
In that connection I want also to say that
there is something behind the. settlement
which the public have not yet been told, 1
dd hot know what it is, birt theré is certamly
some secrecy. ‘The Minister for’ Mmes
laughs, but he knows all about it.

Mr. Underwood: You will never get to the
bottom of i,

- Mr., MUNSIE: That was what the hon
membar used to say when he was-a Minister.
. The Minister for Mines: 1 am smiling at
your imagination. You will be smashing
some of the globes over your head if you
soar so high. .

Mr. MUNSIE: The service weare cumpelled
to baek down altogethef, and then we were
told something else, thuugh not through the
Press. Every man in the street knew it.
Mr. Jackson, the solicitor, came in at the last
moment:. Who he represented I do not know,
and all the members of the serviee @id not
know either,

- Hon. P. Collier: Jackson is the extra Hon-
orary Minister.

Mr, MUNSIE: He was the gentleman who
fixed up the settlement, and: it was common
knowledge, not given to us, 23 I have stated,
through the Press, that the civil service were
not going to refund the money, Then the
Government came to light and made a pro-
nouncement that there is mnothing in the
rumour. -We find now that they have extended
the time for the commeéncement of the re-
payments by .three months. I undertake to
say that the Government are not ‘geing to
collect any of this mothey.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, they are.

Mr. MUNSIE: The Government have got
out of it in an underhand way.

The Minister for Mines: That is a reflee-
tion on the disputes committee.

Mr. MUNSIE: It is not. It is good bua:-
ness on the part of the disputes committee
to get what they want from the Government,
who were unwilling to.give it to them,

*The Minister for Works: Do you think
they should pay it baek?

Mr. MUNSIE: No. I think the Govern-

Who is o be the

ment should have adeepted . their offer fo.

work it out. The Government would then
have got a better deal from the service.

111-

The Minister for Mines:.
should pay back anything.

Mr. MUNSIE: Everyone should pay what
he owes. The Premier’s argument will not
hold water. His illustration waa that if the
Government established sueh a precedent
everybody else who eame out on strike would
want it followed.

The Minister for Warks:
not? .
Mr. MUNSIE: Everyone in a position like
that of a eivil servant would be justified in
doing so., Ministers know that when the ser-
vice went back to work they had to catch up
the work which. was loat during the time they
were out on strike, But if it had been the
miners who went out they would not have had
anything to catch up except perbaps the

wages that they had lost.

Mr. Underwood: Do you think they ean
eatch up the Jast trip of the ‘‘Bambra®’t

Mr, MUNSIE: No. Neither the gsarvice nor
the Government ‘can do'that. The ‘‘Bambra®"
is on a sandbank. Who is the hen, ‘member
blaming for that? The civil service? Al
I desire to say in cotunection with the strike
is that I hold the belief that if the Govern-
ment bhad exercised tact or had been in the
least bit, I will not say lemient, but just, to
the- service befora they went out, the unfor-
tunate strike would not have taken Place.
When the service did go out, the Government,
in the interests of the peop]e, ghould have
aceepted the second offer made ‘by the dis-
putes committee,

The Minister for Works: That is a matter
of opinion.

Hon, P, Collier: The hon. member is ex.
pressing his ¢wn opinion.

Perhaps no one

And would they

Mr. DAVIES (Guildford) [8.40]: I intend
to confine my remarks om the .Address-in-
reply to a subject to which I will not have
another opportunity of referring during the
courge of the geesion,

Hon. P. Collier: Yon will mot have any
other, becanse this will be your last session.
-Mr, DAVIES: We have bheard that be-
fore.

~Hon, P, Collier: ¥ou had- better make the
best use of it ngWsg <-r- £ 5 - -

Mr. DAVIES: The matter -I wish to refer
to is the paragraph in the Governor ‘s Speech
which reads—

In common with every other -cotmtry m_
the civilised world, Western Australia is
faced with grave problems of reepnstrue- °
tion following upon the disturbances of
trade, commeérce, apd indusiry during the
war.

So far as Western Australiz is concerned, 1
do not think that we are faced with tha
problems of reconstrzetion following upon
distarbantes of trade. Where the Govern-
ment are faced with problems of reconstrae-
tion is in the industrial arena, and it is
only fau- that. members should offer eonsfrue-
tive eriticism to .the Goverfiment and make
suggestions whereby they may improve the
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conditions which exist to-day. . As one who
has always favoured eompulsory arbitration,
I am going to say that there are many diree-
tions .in which the existing Aect may be
amended with considerable benefit 'to the
workers of the State. - During last session
of Parliament I mentioned that if there was
one’ amendment which was more necessary
than any other it was that when the court
once arrived at a basic wagé that wage should
have common application throughout the
State.
tions are equal; I do not mean fo say that it
should apply on the coast and at Kalgoorlie
as well, Tt has been my experience as an
advocate, having lodged a plaint before the
court, to wait 1% months before the ease could
be heard and in the meantime thé workers
were receiving less than the basic wage, Imay
deal also at this juneture with the question
a$ to who should fill the position of president
of the court. I was appearing in the courf
when Judge Northmore made the statement
to the effect that unions would have to show
some cause other than the high cost of living
before he would grant an increase in wages.

Mr. O’Loghlen: A callous announcement.

Mr, DAVIES: A statement such as that
shows clearly that a Supreme Court judge is
not familiar with industrial conditions.

Mr. O’'Loghlen: DHd anything you said in-
duee him to make that remark®

Mr. DAVIES: I do not think so. The New
South Wales Government have lately ap-
pointed Mr. Beeby to the position of judge
of the Arbitration Tourt of that State.
There is something to be said on behalf of
the Storey Government whe made that ap-
pointment as Mr. Beeby was a nationalist. T
wish to refer to one or two cther matters
which I think will have the effect of improv-
ing the Arbitration Aet. Power should be
given to the eourt to vary an award during
the existence of that award or industrial
agreement.
court in Western Auvstralia and  have been
given an award for three years, thongh at
any time after the expiration of 12 months
they could appeal to the court for a variation
of the award and conditions.

Hon. P. Collier: In the mesntime the cost
of living goes np 20 per cent,

Mr, DAVIES: That has happened. 1In
November last, according to Knibbis’ figures,
the cost of living in Western Australia in-
creaged by about 25 per cent., and in June
it had increased to about 58 per ecent., yet
an award had its curreney during the 12
months in which thoss increases took place.
But I give the present President of our
State Arbitration Court ecredit for baving
said that he was prepared to vary the

award, notwithstanding that to do- se was

agoinst the Aet. I think the Government
ought to amend the Act so as to give the
court power to vary an award during the
existence of that award, or of an indnstrial
agreement. The Government should increase
the powers of the court to make an award
retrospective. In 1913 two unions in this State

‘T mean, of course, where the condi-.

Upions have approached the"
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approached the court together with their
plzints. One union had an agrecment with
the ecmployers under which the award
should be made retrospective to the date of
application, but the other union hsd wo
such agreement. Both unions were delayard
19 months in reaching the court, When the
cages were heard, the ome union drew from
£1,000 to £1,500 back pay, while the sther
union waa deprived of any such reliaf, and
bad to be satisfied with its new award from
the date of that award.

The Minister for Mines: Wonld it not
be better for the unicns to approach the
court earlier? '

Mr. DAVIES : They cannot do so; they
have to wait their turns.

Mr. Troy: The Act gives the ecourt power
to make an award retroapective,

Mr. DAVIES: No, it does not give any
such power, '

Mr. ’Loghlen: The TFederal court has
that power under certain econditions. ‘

Mr, DAVIES: Yes, but only under cer-
tain conditions. Amnother important amend-
ment would be to allow the court to bring
into existence what is known in the Fed-
eral Arbitration Act as a board of refer-
ence. Attending a meeting of the hig
ratlway union the other day, T was much
struck on hearing discussed case after case
of breaches of the award and want of in-
terpretation. Time after time in the
Arhitration Court have I seen advocates
taking up the time of the court . with
breaches of award, and cases of want of
interpretation, while unions were waiting
elamouring for origiral awards. If the Act
provided for the creation of 'a board of
reference on which employer and employee
would be mutually represented, these mat-
ters could be adjusted very quickly. During
the eight years that I wase secretary of the
Midland Railway Company’s Employees’
Tnion, @ private concern, not one appear-
ance was made before the court for a
breach of the award, or for want of inter-
pretation, Yet during that period the big
rajlway union was in the court two or three
times annually, owing to the faet that the
officers of the Railway Department wers
not prepared to view a question in what
the men deemed to be a reasonable light,
The officers had their views, and the mem-
bers of the union had quite other views.
In consequence, there were frequent
clashes, and' the union had to await the
attention of the. c¢ourt, These things eould
be easily settled by a board of reference
kaving the confidence of both parties, I
make that suggestion, helieving that the
appointment of such a board would be in
the best interests of the working classes
and of the State generally.

‘Mr. O’Loghlen: Surely, with all yonr in-
fluence, yon could have prompted the Gov-
ernment to that long ago.

Mr, DAVIES: T have had no opportunity.
Now let me refer to the basic wage, * I
noticed the other day that Mr. Justice
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Starke, Presideat of the Federal Arbitra-
tion Court, said he thought the time had
arrived when he should be allowed to dis-
criminate ir his awards between married
“and unmarried men. In that respect I dis-
agree entirely with Mr, Justice Starke.

Mr, Thomaon: I do not.

Mr, DAVIES., I think it would be the
worst possible thing for any State if a judge
of an Arbitration Court were allowed to dis-
criminate between married and unmarried
men; it would be wicked for a judge to pre-
seribe different rates of wage for the married
and the unmaried.

Hon. P. Collier: You need not be afraid;
. the workers would never submit to it.

Mr. DAVIES: But they have submitted to
it, in our own Government Railways. I agreed
with it at the time, because it was a necessary
expedient during the curreney of the war.

Hon, P. Collier: That was not the sams
thing. .
_Mr, DAVIES: It was not exactly the same.
Still there were mumberless complaints from
the workers in. that regard. Tt was a dis-
crimination. Take the gangs of men along the
railway between Perth and Ealgoorlie. In
each gang there were, say, three married
men and two gingle men. The married men
were in receipt of 1s. a day more than the
single mep, although the sihgle men were do-
ing the same work. Btill, that was given by
the Government to.tide the married men over
a period of difficulty, until they could ap-
proach the court,. .

Mr. Munsie: If that had been a private
concern, all the married men would have been

“put off and the single men retained.

Mr. DAVIES: On the Midland railway
they were given the shilling honns and not
one.married man was put off. 1 hope the
Government, when bringing down the amend-
ing Bill, will not adopt the suggestion made
by Mr, Justice Starke.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Do you think they will?

Mr. DAVIES: No, I do not. Let me say
there should be some diserimination, but net
by the president of an arbitration court. Sueh
a diserimination should be exercised only by
the Government, T want here to commend the
present Government of New South Wales and
their predecessors for bringing down what
they call the family bonus.

Hon. P. Qollier: You would be all right
under that.

The Minister for Mines: He will not be
allowed to vote on the question, .

Mr. DAVIES: Similar provision shonid be
made by the Government at the earliest pos-
gible mowment. There is in "some parts of
Anstralia an agitation that the basic wage
should be increased to include a family of
five children. T do not agree with that. Every
time the basic wage is inereased, the single
man gets the benefit and so, too, does the
married man without dependants, while the
man with four, or five, or six children goes
further back every time.
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The Minister for Works: Such a man is
going forward, I think.

Mr. DAVIES. For the benefit of the State,
ves. It is the best -thing for the State that
men should go forward in that direction.
I hope the Government will take early siepa
to make provision _for the larger family;
because, as the member for Hannans (Mr.
Munsie) has said, there are people in this
State suffering to-day owing to the fact that
they have a nmumber of small children. Be-
cause one can stand on the street cormer amnd
see children going to school without shoes or
socks, it does not follow that the parents of
those children. are poverty stricken. Of the
number of children that I have, only two, who
travel by train, go to school in shoes and
pocks. The rest go barefooted, but not he-
cause we are poverty stricken.

Mr. Muasie: But a large number do so
because their parents cannot afford shoes and
socks for them,

Mr, DAVIES: It may be so. In regard
to the nationalisation of industry, I think
past Govermments have been hardly fair to
the community in knocking off just where
they did. It is a guestion which all sections
of the community must take up sooner or
later. Not only here but in England and
France, and in. Italy, are the anthorities
awakening to the necessary <change of
poliey.

"Homn, P. Collier: We set the policy for the
whole world.

Mr. DAVIES: There can be no doubt
about that. Western Australia is the most
democratic country in the world.

Mr. Troy: And the most reactionary.

Mr. DAVIES: It was a Western Austra-
lian Government that brought in the firat
price-fixing measure the world ever knew.
That was the Labour Government of which
my friend opposite was a member,

Hon, P. Collier: We have been in the-lead
right ‘through. ) )

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And the Farmers
and Settlers’ Association want to take credit
for all our good work.

Mr. DAVIES: In the Address-in-reply de-
bate last session the Jleader of the Opposi-
tion said he believed the solution of the diffi-
culty lay in national control. T believe that,
T have believed it for .2 number of years and
I believe it to-day almost as sincerely as I
did 20 years ago. But let me point out what
is happeming in the world to-day. I shall,
refer, first of all, to the threatened indus-
trial appeal of the coal miners of the United
Kingdom. They threatened to hold up the
country wunless the British Government
nationalised the mines. - The Government
brought in a commission and get up Mr. Jus-
tice Sankey

Mr. O’Loghlen: Thbe best man in the world
for the job. Lo

Mr. DAVIES: Mr, Smillie, the miners’ ad-
vocate before the-Commission, got a promise
from the British Governmeni that whatever
Mr., Justice Sankey’s report might be, it
would be adopted. Mr. Justice Sankey re-
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ported thf\t it “wounld be best for the United
Kingdom™ if the mines were nationalised.
Mr. Bonar Law subsequently repudiated the
{ undertaking - given, and Mr. Lioyd George
_supplemented his decision by saying that if
; the miners of Great Britain desired nation-
. alisation, let them go out into the electorates
and convince the people that nationalisation
. Wag better than private ownership; and that
. if the publi¢ would agree to accept nation-
. alisation, the Government would bring -~ if
into existence. But he also added these sig-
-nificant words, ‘“The miners of Great Brit-
.ain do not want nationalisation; they want
ccontrol of the mining industry, which is
.syndicalism in its worst and Ileast intelligent
 form,?’

Mr, Troy: Like the twister that he is.

Mr, DAVIES: Let us come back to Aus-
tralia. Throughout my life I have endea-
"voured to avoid being one-eyed. I want to
quote 2 man who has the utmost respect of
. hon. members opposite, namely, Mr, Frank
Austey, MHR. Only a few weeks ago Mr.
Anstey, speaking at the Bijou Theatre, Mel-
bourne, said, ‘‘If- the Nationalist Govern-
ments of Australia have no indostrial policy,
our party (the Labour party) also are not
facing the situation squarely.’’ It amounts
to this, that ag members of Parliament we
here are not facing the position squarely
to-day. And until the position is - faced
squarely there ig no Lope of solvipg the im-
dustrizl difficulty.

Mr, Froy: Do yon know why we_ are not
faeing it? I will tell yon why.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! -

Mr, DAVIES: The coal position is the
beginning and end of all things. If we can-
not get coal we might as well close up and
go to another country. Mr, Willis is a man
who, I think, hasg the eonfidence of the, coal
miners of Newcastle and of New South
Wales generally, and T intend to quote ome
or two things which he has said not merely
once, but twice or three times. His first
statement was—''The miners of Newcastle
do not want nationalisation of the mines,’’
To-day there is an international conference
sitting in Geneva at which Australia is re-
vresented by Mr. Theodore., That conference
has carried a motion for the nationalisation
‘of the mines of the world. To-day that
nationalisation poliey is being repudiated by
‘the miners of New Sonth Wales.

Mr. O’Loghlen: By Willis, not * by the
-miners. Willis also said they did not want
politieal action, but they put him in his
place. = - )

" Mr. DAVIES: Mr. Willis made that state-
ment. : C

Mr. Green: Are you trying to diseredit
the miner of New South Wales or what?

. Mr. DAVIES: T am trying to do nothing
of the kind. <7 :

Mr. Green: I want to know.

- Mr. SPEAKER: Order! '

’ Mr. DAVIES: If the hon. member will
have patience, I will bring out the point as
well as" T am able to. T think there is only

&

_ean be brought about.
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.ome solution of the difficulty, and that is

I will show how I think this
Mr. Willis, whethor
representing the miners or mnot, has repudi-
ated nationalisation. He said that nationals
isation was merely capitalism in another
form., We have had the unique experience
in Western Australin—unique in the history
of the world—of the civil servants and
teachers going out on gtrike., Thoze teach-
ers did not go out on strike against private
enterprise or against capitalism,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Private enterprise would
not employ them. ’

Myr. DAVIES: They went out on strike
against the Government, against constituted
authority, and when I say constituted auth-
ority, I do not uwse the term in its hackneyed
sense. :

Mr. Green: Cut that ount!

Mr. DAVIES: I mean they went out on
strike agiinst the Government which at one
time had the confidence of the people.

Mr. O'Loghlen: In Denmark a few months
ago there was a strike against the King, and
ho dismissed the Ministry.

Mr, DAVIES: Yes, and in London the
policemen went out on strike, but there has
been mo strike worthy to be compared with
the strike of civil servants and teachers in
Woestern Australia. ‘

Mr. O'Loghlen: It seems to show that
there were some deep-rooted grievances,

Mr. DAVIES: It does and I am coming
to them. I think, with other members who
have spoken, that the fanlt lies entirely at
the door of the Government. I will tell mem-
bers why. ‘

Mr, Troy: How many civil servants are
there in your electoratef :

Mr. DAVIES: Very few. For the Govern-
ment to grant a board to-day is no concession
to the eivil servants. It should have been
granted long ago. The very tardiness of the
Government in this respect shows that they
are not equal to the conditions that prevail
to-day.

Mr. O’Loghlen: What are you going to do
about it?

The Minister for Mines: Youn are very hard
on_him,

Mr. DAVIES: Mr. Willis, who made it
clear that he was speaking on hehalf of the
miners, said what the minera wanted was a
fair and equitable share in the control of the
minirg industry.

Hon, P. Collier: That is what it is ¢oming

co-operation,

to.
- Mr. DAVIES: I agree with that, but if is
not nationalisation. ‘

Mr. O'Loghlen: Tt does not matter what
you eall it.

Mr, DAVIES: If it does not matter what
you call it, why quarrel with capitalism when
the syndiealist says that nationalisation 18
capitalismd In a way, nationalisation is cap-
italism, and so is socialisation. I admit that
nationalisation has not given its advocates
what they had fondly hoped for.

* Hon. P. Collier: It is a step on the road.
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- Mr. DAVIES: No, we are going back. - -

Hon. P, Collier: Oh ngo!

; Mr, DAVIES:. Bneﬁy stated, the pohcy
wf the socw.hstn—na.tlonahsat.wn—1mphes the
-public ownership of the means of produetion,
Aistribution and exchange.

. Mr, Jones: No, the socmhst policy ia differ-
-ent.
; Mr. DAVIES: It is the difference batween
sthe hon, member for Fremantle and myself.

; Mr. Jones: It is a bigger difference than
(that. For God'’s sake do not let me hear that.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

- Mr. DAVIES: The member for Fremantle
*has shown the difference between himgelf and
*myself hy leaving the Chamber. Mr. Willis
gaid, ‘It was a mistake to say that social
ownership was synonymous with socialism.’’
+The socialisation of industry, according teo
the ‘“Worker’' newspaper, means that the
'workers mugt obtain full contral of inﬂustry.
“There is one country which to-day is said
‘to have full eontrol of mdustry, and what 'is
the position there?

Hon. P. Collier: Which eountry?

Mr, DAVIES: Russia. : .

Hon, P. Collier: What do you know about
i
": Mr., DAVIES: What do any of us know
about itt

Hon. P, Collier: Therefore you are nof in
@ position to criticise it.

Mr. Green: The whole of the Russian pen
ple are now united to fight for their country
and they never were before.

" Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, DAVIES: Nationalisdition is mpre for-
ward in Australia than in any country in the
“world. A man can travel from the United
Kingdom to Australia in a Goverument-
‘owned ship,

Hon, W, C, Angwm Are you sure?

Mr. DAVIES: Yes, on B Commenwealth-
owned steamer.

" Hon, W, C. Angwin: Not unless you are a
member of the crew.

Mr. DAVIES: 1 mean that there is a flest
-of Government-owned steamers running be-
tween the United Xingdom and Ausiraliz.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: T am hoping they will
-cater for passengers.

Mr. DAVIES: There are Commonwesalth
ships on the stecks to-day designed to carry
passengers.

Hon. W. C.'Angwin: Very few.

‘Mr, DAVIES: I think there are seven. A
.man might travel from the United Kingdom
to Australia in a Government-owned steamer,
land at Fremantle on a Government-owned
wharf, and travel on a Governmegnt-owned

.railway to the city. Here a man might live’

in-a Government owned house—n worker’s
'hnme He can use Government electricity, he

supplied with Goyeroment water, and I
-beheve that shortly he will he able to get
‘Governmment firewood.  There is no other
<covntry in the world where one can find =o
much nationalisation as we have in Western
-Anstralia. In most other parts, the water or
-the- light is supplied by private. enterprise.
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Here, too, we have Government-owned trams.
Thereforc, so far as it is possible to get a
perfect system

Mr. O’Loghlen: 1t is not perfect.

Mr. DAVIES: So far as it has gone, we
have nationalisation in its complete form.

Hon, W, C. Apgwin: And railway freights
are cheaper here than anywhere else.

Mr. DAVIES: Professor Mills, .who was
brought here wunder the auspices of the
Australian Labour party, delivered a lec-
ture, to the men at the Midland Junection
workshops. He said—/Gentlemen, go back
to your work and always remember that,
when striking with your hammer or using
your file, you are working for yourselvés
and for the people of Western Australia.
I bave come from a State in America where
we talk about our soeialism and nationalisa-
tion, but in Western Australia you have it
indeed.” Yet, I say without fear of con-
tradiction that there is as much unrest
under nationalisation in Western Australia
as -there is in any part of the world under
capitalism,

Hon. P. Collier: The root of the whole
thing ia not nationalisation but meney, and
that is privately qwned

Mr., DAVIES: Mr. O’°Grady, a Labonr
leader in the United Kingdom

Mr. Troyr He is not a Labour leader.
He is a Labour renegade

Mr. DAVIES: He stated that during the
last few monthg of the war in the natiohal
munition factories of the United Kingdom,
the workers’ prievances were not redressed
ag quickly under State control as they were
uvnder capitaliam, I ghall dilate on that
only to show that it is necessary to-day to
give way on the whole of our ideas and
come down to something new. When I say
something new, I do not infer that co-
operation is new, but I believe it would be
the salvation of this State, A few weeks
ago Professor Meredith Atkinson visited
this State.

Mr. (®Loghlen: Did you hear him lecture
on Russia?

‘Mr. DAVIES: I heard him as often
as I possibly could. I made it my special
business to go to the Midland workshops
when he addressed the meeting of men. At
that meeting he said there was only ome
solution of the industrial problem and that
was to have triangular control. Last ses-
sion I was given the privilege of meconding
the motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-reply, and I stated that I would be pre-
pared to support the Bill for the appeéint-
ment of three railway commissioners on
con@ition that the workers were permitted
to select one of the commissioners. I regret

“to say that the idea received no support in

the House, with the exeception of that of
the member for South Fremantle (Mr.
-Rocke). Professor Meredith Atkinson ad-
dressed a meeting of 1,300 men at the Mid-
land workshops and told them that there
was only one solufion of the industrial
problem, namely triapgular control. He totd
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them they would mieed tfo. have their
shop committees, even ‘though it was
a. State-owned concern, on which the men,
_the mansgement and "the general commu-
nity should be represented. Whea he spolke
of triangular eontrol, he spoke of what was
true. The leader of the Country party said
we ought to have profit sharing. I hope I
shall never live to see the day when profit
sharing is adopted. If any form of robbery
wag ever introdmced into a couniry, that
form of robbery was profit sharing. I
" appeal to members of the. Opposition to
drop for the time being at least the gques-
tion of whether . we shall nationalise an
industry or not. Let ua come to that posi-
tion where the .workers may obtain their
.Just control of industry. They ar¢ entitled
to it; there is not the slightest doubt about
that. The Government would be wigse if
they bronght inte existence a ineasure now.
It is not the first time I have mentioned
this  matter here,

Mr. O’Loghlen: To provide for what?

. Mr., DAVIES: For shop:committees.,

Mr. O’'Loghlen: ,And after that?

Mr. DAVIES: They would make reecom-
mendations as to the working conditions,
the wages, and so on.

‘Mr. O'Loghlen: And a share in the
profits?

Mr, DAVIES:, There are no, profits in our
‘pational industries. I_am referring particu-
larly ‘to the Government ‘railwagys.

M, O’Loghlen What about inecreased
wages? ’

‘Mr. DAVIES: T bélieve that if the work—
ers are given a fair share of the control of
,an industry they will also share in the
responmbxhty I have been informed that
the state of affairs at the Wyndham meat
_works is shoeking.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: ¥You are dealing
.purely with the conditions given in the
‘Whiteley report. &
- Mr. DAVIES: No., That does not go as
“far as this, though it does go as far as
profit- sha,rmg and co-partnership.

{ Hon. W. G, Angwin: It goes in for com-
trol.

Mr. DAVIES: A job can always be put
up in regard to profit-sharing.  Take the
‘wharf labourers, for instancé.
*" The “Minister for "Mines; What were you
going to say about "the Wyndbam meat
“works?

Mr. DAVIES: The conditions there are
shocking.

The Minister for Works: In what respect?

Mr. DAVIES: There is not that co-

"operation betwegen the management and the '

'workers that should exist. I do not kmow
where the fault lies. I 'am told that at
Wyndham there aré sometimes a dozeu or 15
bullocks on the ground. If the management
does not give the men what they' want the
-earcases, I am tdld, ‘may remain there and
tot s0o far as the ‘men are comcerned. I
ask the Government and hon. membeérs gen-
erally to remedy such a state of .affairs

- [ASSEMBLY.]

if “possible. Again, a man from Port
Darwin .said to me recently, ‘Do you
know what the -condition of affairs

iy at Port Darwint?’ T replied in the nega-
tive, and he said, ‘‘There are men working
on the wharf in Port Darwin who are en-
gaged at a 40 or 44-hour week, and for whom
a weekly wage .is prescnbed because they
would mot aceept any other condition, and
who ‘are receiving from £7 to £7 10s. a week, .
although for 13 weeks on end ne steamshlp
has entered Port Darwin.'’ These men were
diawing wages all-the time.

Mr. O’Loghlen: That is readily under-
stood in a place like Port Darwin. The sooner
men in Port Darwin and in the coal mining
industry are guaranteed a weekly wage, the
better:

Mr, DAVIES: Tf we are to have our pub-
lic services ecarried out at a ‘reasdnable
cost—— :

Mr. O’Loghlen:
tional " ease.

Mr. DAVIES: These conditions prevail at
these places, because-they are so far removed
from the seat of government that no one

Port Darwin is an exeep-

‘knows mmeh aboit them, and the men are a

law unte themselves. They are the masters
of the. situation, and apparently the manage-
ment is of no account at all.

* Mr. OLoghlen: Did you hear Professor
Atkingon at the :Gommercial - Travellers’
Glub? -He was-all things to all men there.

‘Hon, P. €ollier: He was rather good to
hJs audlence o -

DAVIES: - I do not entirely agree
w1th hu‘n in his refelenc.es to Russia.- '.E[e had
not been there,

Mr. O-’Loghlen:
gively in Rassia.

Mr. DAVIES: Not smce Sovietism began
there:

- Hon, P.,Collier: He has -read more than
most men- about Bussia lately. -

Mr. DAVIES: His-knowledge would de-
rend upon whether he had read one gide as

He has tra.velled exten-

~well .as-the other:

Mr. Wairn: Did-he' recommend that form

of govarnment for Australia¥
O’Loghlen No,” he @id anot.

Hnn P. Collier: Tt is an unprofitable
thing to discuss, after all

Mz, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. DAVIES: I sheuld like o quote =
few remarks on the question of whether
du-ect. action i3 or is mot profitable. Refer-
ence has been made to the fact that men whe
did not ‘get what they desiréd immediately

"adopted the method of direct action. I have

here two authorities on the point, and I pre-
sume both are well known to members on the
other side of the House. One is Mr. Bodkin,
secretary of the Railway Workers’ Industry
Branch, of the AW, Syﬂney He said—
T have beén deeply initerested in the pro-
gress of arbitration, and while I can ﬁ.ud.
many faulis with 1t 'it appears to me, on
reviewing direet actmn methods  that ar-
bitration is by far the better method. To
‘quote Broken Hill, a section of the people
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there mostly depend on direct action in
order to gain their ends. Nine years ago
the miners of that centre were better off
by fully ten per eent. than were the nav-
. vies in the Sydney district. , Since then the
" miners have lost many months’ work. The
railway workers during that period lost no

time, and have depended solely uwpon ar- .

- ‘bitration. They have gradually improved
their condifion until at the present time
they have passed the Broken Hill men by
increases of fully 20 per cent. in wages.
Then, taks the case of the seamen, After
‘aving been on strike several months they
resumed on their original demands of 35s.
a month inerease. The loss in wages to

+ those men ran into many thousands of
pounds, For the whole of tbat period the
AW.U. was interesting itself in the Board
-of Trade, and recéived an increase of 34s,
2 fortmght as against 358. a month ob-
tained by the:seamen.

There is auother authority, Mr. James, the

member for Logan, ‘whose resignation from

the Parliamentary Labour party waa recently
announeed. On January 8th he made his
first appearance in the House sinc¢e the in-
eident. He took his seat on the back Op-

.position benches.

Mr. O’Loghlen: You know the sort of
eonstituency he represents?

" Mr. DAVIES: Mr: C. Colling resumed the
dehate on the financial statement, and said
if they were going to increase their popula-
‘tion and develop the State they would have
to borrow a great deal more, The newspaper
paragraph I am quoting from-continues—

He blamed the Federal Government for
the eontinuance of the inarine engincers’

strike, which: was strangling North Queens- -

land, and holding up the development of

one of the greatest coal fields in the world,

at Bowen. Mr. Collins made an impas-
. sioned appeal to. the Queensland indus-

trialists to realise that there was no such
.. thing possible as a millenninm. Men must

work out their salvation by the process of

evolution. He wonld preach to them the

gospel of Carlyle—they must work., He

did not believe in direct metion. That was

a form of atavm;\n_ Thoss who adopted

diréct aetion were' driving the Labour

movement back into the wilderness from

which it had been led in the days when it

_was not so populai’ as now.

Hon. P. Collier: He is a very fine old
r,ha.p

. DAVIES: Whilst I advocate compul-

scry a.rbxtratlon T admit that there are many
vnions which are not willing to go to the
Arbitration Court.

- Mr. (WLoghlen: With some justification.

Mr. DAVIES: - In some cages. The miners
of Kalgoorlie were unfortinate in deciding
to go to the Federal Arbitration Court atf the
time they 4id.-

Mr. O'Loghlen: The results show it. Why
shonl? that be the case?

Hon. P. Collier: After Judge North-
more’s statement that you referred to.
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Mr. DAVIES: That was years ago.

Hon. P. Collier: It was just after that
when they decided ds they did. .

Mr. DAVIES: I am pleased that they de-
¢ided 4t length to a.ppeal to our local Ar.
bitration Court. .

Mr, O'Loghlen;: In desperation.

Mr, DAVIES: And I hope the wages in
the industry will be greatly improved.

Hon. P. Collier: The reason why arbitra-
tion' has to a certain extent broken down is
that various Governments have not kept the
legislation up to date all over Auvatralia. -

Mr. DAVIES: There is a good deal of
truth in that. To succeed in this matter re-
quires the assistance of all parties. Let me
ask hon. members to review again the speech
delivered by General Smuts in South Afrieca
8 few days ago, when a monster address was
presented to him containing over 25,000 sig-
natures vf eitizens of Cape Town.

. Mr. O’Loghlea: - It was more Imperialism
than industrialism. .

Mr. DAVIES: With their black labour
problems and other difficulties they have
more to contend with than we have in Ang-
tralia. Surely with a white Australia, and
_people of oiir ‘own kith and kin, it ig possible
‘with this grand country of ours to make *
better progress than we are making to-day.
We shall make that progress if all parties
‘will eo; operate to do their best for the State
With' regard to the question of the cost of
production; it is a fact that British ecal is
being sold on the Continent at £12 per ton,
and that it is cheaper for Britigh oiwners of
industries to purchase ecosl in Newcastle, New
Sonth Wales, and take it home than’it is to
buy British coal.

Hon. W, C. Angwin; I SUppose you know
the British’ Governmeént havé the exportmg
of it.

Hon. P. Coltier: - That mcreased cost of
production is not duve to the miners’ wages.

Mr. DAVIES: It has been -admitted on all
sides that the cost. of production in the
United Kingdom has gone up encrmously.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: Not so much ag it
should had they kept to their agreement, .

Mr, Nairn: Coal is 54s. per ton in England.

Hon. P. Collier: There are some big profits

“being. made gomewhere,

Mr. DAVIES There ig the freight,: and
there are the agentS’ charges The price paid
in France and in Sweden is £12 per ton.

Mr. Naim: That is because of - the .ex-
change.

Mr, DAVIES; That may have a lot to do
with it.

Mr. Nairn; It has all to do with it

Mr. DAVIES: If exchange.has to do with
it, has not exchange to do with the 140,000
tons of ecoal purchased from New South
Wales? .

Mr. Green: It is not on the same panty

Hon, W, C. Angwin: When I was in Eng-
lagid recontly, you eonld buy coal at £4 10s,
& ton, delivered, by the hundred-weight.

DAVIES: Jf we desire to cut down
the eost of living to m_teasonable figure, we

. muyst have some thought for the cost of pro-

duetio,
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. Mr; O’Loghlen: Production in the timber
Andvstry went up 30 per cent., and the retail
prices of timber went up 100 per cent., in
Xecent months, | :
.. The Minigter for Mines: You have often
quoted it as proof that whenever wages go up
the commodify will go up the same amount,
, Mr. DAVIES: I can speak of the brick
“industry with some authority, To-ddy the-
State brickyards are selling bricks at exactly
.the same price as the private employer.
. Mr, Green: No, 5s. cheaper. oo

Mr. DAVIES: That may be so for speeial
~orders. ) . . .

. Mr. Green: No, for bricks of similar
quality. ! : .

Mr. DAVIES: Anyone can go to Mr. R. Q.
Luw’s office—he is the biggest employer in
rthe brickmaking industry—and ask his price
-for brieks, and Mr. Law will say, *' What-
ever the State is selling at.”’

" Mr. O’Loghlen: If it were not for the
State ‘brickyards, what -would Mr. Law’s
‘prics be# . ;

- Hon: P. Collier: The State is policing the
“trade, .-~ ¢ ‘

Mr.  DAVIES: Private employers to-day
,are prepared to take the cost of production
at the State yards as their selling basis.
“Whether it is in timber or bricks, the private
employer will inmevitably put’ inte the wit-
‘mess * box; in “arbitration proceedings, the
mianager of the Bfate ‘yard or mill, and when
he has given his evidence, say, ‘‘These are
-our costs also.’’ .The private employér, how-
-ever, can make a handsome profit between his
working expenses and ‘the priee he gets, while
the State enterprise can only make both ends
meet. . . . )

Mr. Green: The State brickyards miade a
profit last year. ’

Mr. DAVIES: I hope this year they will
do much better. . ’ '

Mr. Green: And this year too they made a
profit, and are selling at 4s. a thomsand
ckeaper than the Cardup brickyards are sell-
ing af,

Mr., DAVIES: Cardup is an exceptional
It is regarded by all architects
‘throughont the metropolitan area as *‘the
brickyard. But to-day the State yard is fast
catching up to the Cardup yard, and T hope
will very soon surpass it. In my opinion
it i8 not a question of whether we shall
‘nationalise industries or not, but of whether
we shall get co-operation between employers
‘and employees. I appeal to hon. members
opposite, and to all members of the House,
t0 co-operate; and I say that I am prepared
to do everything possible to get. conditions
back to normal in Western Australia. .

[The Deputy Speaker took the. Ghan-]

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [9.32]: 1 have
observed that previous speakers in addressing
themselves to His FEixcellency’s Speech. have
carefully avoided any reference' to the first
and second paragraphs thereof. I prefer to
start at the beginning, although T can’ pro-’
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mise to. be brief. The twoe paragraphs ia
question’ deal with the Prince’s visit. T think
that, with His. Excellency, we may econgratu-
Jate ourselves upon the visit of His Royal
Highness to this State, I do not know that
anyone eould have made a deeper or diors
favourable impression upon the people of
Westérn Australia than the young man who
has recently left our shores; and I think his
visit to this continent has done much to dis-
abuse the minds of those people who favour
.elective governments, and to impress upou
them the advantages of our present form of
govermment. . It has often Deen suggested
that the throue of England could easily be
dispensed with, and that an elective form of
govermnent would be better suited to the
British Empire. But I think the visit of the
Prince has showm that in a hereditary mon-
archy we have the best solution of the diffi-
culty of finding a permanent head of the
British Empire. To my mind it is impossible
to conceive any eleective form of government
that eould combine the various dominions
and colonies of the British Empire so well
as does the present form of government. I
pass unow to the third. paragraph of the
-Speech, in which, as has been so ably pointed
out by the leader. of the Opposition, we find
almost the crux of the Ministerial programme.
The paragraph says—

In commoir with every other country-in
the civilised world, Western Australia .is
faced with grave problems of reconstrue-
tion following upon -the disturbances of
trade, commerce, and industry during the

* war, My advisers, however, because of the
ability of the Btate to produce in abund-
ance many of the things of which the world
is most in need, feel that the prospects are
encouraging, and that vigour, enterprise,
and goodwill amongst the people are alone
necessary to replace the material losses of
war, ‘and to inaugurate a period of expan-
sion. .

We find that the three specific things which
are to create a bappy state of prosperity in
Western Australia are enterprise, vigour, and
goodwill. T place enterprise in the forefront
because I believe that is really the only one
of the three things that exists in this State
to-day. We speak of vigour, but when we
observe the attitude of the Australian people
we find that vigour is the last thing they de-
gire. The workers of Australia to-day desire
‘a. 40 hours week in preference to the 44; and
.an eight hours day, six days a week, is an-
athema to them. If we are going to over-
come the difficulties confronting us, it will
certainly not be by evasion of ourresponsi-
bilities. Tt must be by recognition that only
by increased effprt shall we get increased out-
put, and not by diminution of effort, as sug-
gested by the diminished working week. The
Speech mentions goodwill,. Where is good-
-will to be found? T.et uwa turn our thoughts
not only to Westera Anstralia but all over the
world, and we find that all over the world
illwill is rampant instead of goodsill
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Hon, P. Collier: That is an inevitable Te-
sult of the world-wide catastrophe.

Mr. Green: It is a prelude to change.

Mr, PICKERINCG: Perbaps the position
could not have bsen otherwise, but illwill is
more extreme to-day than it ever was. * In-
stead of poodwill we find astrikes and wars
all over the world. We find thrones tottering
and falling, and various forms of government
in the melting pot. We find that even the
old, well worn remedy which has failed so
frequently, that of bloodletting is being re-
sorted to. I say, therefore, that we lack two
of the essentials to the fulfilment of the pro-
gramme which the Government submit to us
for consideration. - This brings me to the
question of our social and industrial rela-
tions, a very important question, which was
dealt with by the leader of the Opposition.
What do we find? That the Government, in
the Speech, take no note, as has been well
remarked by the leader of the Opposition,
of this very vital issue. It seems to me that
the Government are, ostrich-like, burying their
heads in the sand and hoping that the evil
will pass over them.

The Minister for Worka: What is the evil%

Mr, PICEERING: The industrial unrest
and social unrest existing in Western Aus-
tralia to-day., The Commonwealth is at least
making an effort to meet the position, It
seems to be trying at the present moment to
pass legislation which will relieve the dis-
tressing situation existing between employers
and employees.

Hon. P. Collier: There was never such need
for it as to-day.

Mr. PICEERING: Yes, and -yet there is
no mention of it in the Government's pro-
gramme. We have just listened to an elo-
quent discourse on social unrest from the
member for Guildford (Mr. Davies). His
asuggestions were such as will take some time
to beeome practical. But I think the sug-
gestion offered by the leader of the Oppo-
tion is a wise one, and one which may wgll
be adopted. It is similar to a asuggestion
made by Professor Atkinson in the course of
an address to the Commercial Travellers’
Club on the 6th July, 1920. T will quote from
that address—

Tt must be perfectly obvious that most of
the factors of the high cost of lving were
world factora, and beyond Australian con-
trol, but there were local palliatives which,
could be administered. Incidentally, Aus-
tralia was the best situated of any country
in the world, ahd her people should be
thankful for her comparative mercies. The
people who were suffering most were the
wage earners and the people on moderate
fixed salaries. The first thing to be done
was to secure to them a hasic wage, the
purchasing power of which would enable
them to live in & decent standard of com-
fort. The basis of the standard of living
must first be fixed, and then they might
well adopt the plan of allowing the basic
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wage to vary with the cost of living aceord-
ing to the statistics issmed by Mr. Knibbs
from quarter to quarter.
That solution has my complete sndorsement.
Hon. P. Collier: It represents the oaly
logical course. )
Mr. PICKERING: There are many things
that contribute to the distress of our people,
and one of them is the erowding of the peo-
ple to our ecentres. That crowding is due to
several canses. One of them undoubtedly has
been the war. The wives and children of the
men who enlisted from the country distriets
naturally came to the citics when the chief
cause for their staying in the country was re-
moved. On their ecoming to the city, the at-
tractiveness and convenience of city life, and
the comparative cheapness there of certain
requirements, proved & sufficient inducement
for them to remain there; and so they re-
mained. Another factor that has contribuied
in a very large measure to the crowding of
our people into the cities is the erroneous
fiseal policy of Australia—high protection.
That iy my sincers conviction. -In Australia
we have a country whose main resources lie
in the primary industries; but instead of re-
cognising that fact, the Governments of
Australia have built up highly profective
tariffs to foster the secondary industries,
to the detriment of the primary industries,
upon which the future prosperity of the
Commonwealth, and especially of this
State, mainly depends. .
Hon. P. Collier: Especially this new tariff.
Mr. PICKERING: Yes, this new tariff
which is penalising in every conceivable man-
ner the people whom we most desire to settle
upon the land. Let'me instance two or three
jtems which are very much disapproved of by
the farmers of Western Aunstralin. The new
tariff imposes high duties upon wire netting,
barb wire, and farm implements-—all things
absolutely essential to the development of our
chief primary industry. The one thing that is
essential to the proper development of our
wheat areas i3 an adeguate supply of wire
netting and barb wire, because without these
commodities the farmer is unable to deal with
the dingo pest. Until we can provide our
settlers with proper seeurity in this respect,
they cannot profitably run sheep. It is sug-
gested that the sheep might be yarded at
night, but that is a grave error in sheep
farming, especially during the lambing sea-
son. It is absolutely essential to give one’s
stock as much freedom as possible, and one
cannot do that if ome has to yard them at
night. And yet we find the Commonwealih
Government ostensibly advocating an immi-
gration policy. There iz mo immigation po-
licy to Avustralia that is not based npon settle-
ment on the land. If the Federal Govern-
ment Wwere sincere as regards their immigra-
tion policy, they would rather be taking duties
off farming requirements and implements
than putting them on.
Mr. Green: You would not get those re-
guirements and implements then. We must
manufacturc them in Australia.
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Mr. PICKERING: We cannot manufac-
ture them in sufficient quantities for our re-
quirements, -

. Mr, Green: That is why we want the sec-
ondary industries.

Mr. PICEERING: I am quite prepared to
support secondary industries on proper
lines, but not on the lines of prohibition.

Mr. Green: You will have to depend on
Australian production, .

Mr. PICKERING: What I wanted to come
at was this, that the protective policy is con-
eentrating our people in the cities, and thus
contributing: very considerably to the in-
creased cost of living. The moment the out-
side world is able to bring anything into
Australia in spite of our high tariff, there is
an application to the Minister for Customs
to have the tariff raised. What is the effect
of the increased tariff{ The bolstering up
of inefficiency in every aspect of Australian
manufacturing. Bogland before the war was
Just as ineffieient as I think Australia is to-
day, in regard to equipment, methods, and

_buildings. But when the war came, and the
inefficiency was elearly demonstrated, Eng-
land at once adopted up to date methods.
Australian prohibition is fostering inefficiency
in every possible way, and the result of in-
efficiency in manufacturing is restriction of
output, and the restriction of output
means raising the price of the commodity,
We are putting up the prices of commodi-
ties beyond their value. It does not matter
how we fix prices, they will siay at thai
value., I have very little faith in the sys-
tem of price fixing, and if that system is
extended’ to primary industries, it will have
the one effeet of putting up prices, and if
we limit the price of commodities produneced
by the farmers, those commodities ceage to
become payable propositions, and the farm-
ers will then turn them down., We talk
about malking couniry life attractive so as
to induece people to go into the eountry.
How are we going to do that? The proper
solution is to make city life as unattractive
48 possible. TUnfortunately, however, we
spend all our efforts in providing every
ronvenience in the cities; we have fthe mem-
ber for Canning (Mr. Robinson) asking for
increased tram services for South Perth,
and all the time the country is atarving for
good roads. But those good roads and the
many econveniences that are 8o badly
needed in the country can go hang, In the
eities there is everything to make life
attractive. Taces take place every .week
and sometimes twice a week.

Hon. P, Collier: We have jazzing ag well

Mr. PICKERING : There are the trots
nearly every Saturday might, and if we go

- down the main street we find four or five

picture hails, and other halls as well, offer-
ing varions kinds of entertainments, and as
the leader of the Opposition said, when the
halls are not used for entertainment they
are used for jazzing.

Hon. P. Collier: How do you like it your-
self}
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Mr, PICKERING: Unfortunately I have
never learned to jazz.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I eannot afford to
go to the trots,

Mr. PICKERING: Neither can I, but I
go when I have the ecourtesy of a ticket
extended to me. We find that Mr. Mahon
proposes to introduce legislation the effeet
of which he claims will be to keep the
people in the c¢ountry. I call that an un-
just interference with the liberty of the
subject. The only way in which we can
legislate to keep people in the country is
to induce people to go into the country by
offering them all the facilities which will
make life attraetive there. They should
tave good roads and conveniences such as
agricultural halls, In regard to these, how-
ever, the Minister for Works has cut out
all assistance. 'We no longer get pound for
pound assistance for the establishment of
agriceliural halls. The country people
should also have schools, medical and nurs-
ing attention, the telephone, and many
other things that should be indispensable
to life in the country, But whilst we make
the conditions in the city unusually attrae-
tive, we are preventing people from migrat-
ing to the country. I am going to suggest
that we shouwld consider the question of
altering the fiscal policy. I know thiz is
not & State matter, but we might educate
the people in the direction of showing them
what has made the cost of living so high.
The peolicy of the Country party should be
to bring down & revenue tariff. If that
were possible, there would be some pros-
pect of remedying the pesition. Our aiten-
tion is drawn in the Governor’s Speech to
the financial position of the State and I do
not think we ean take too much credit in
that regard. I rhould like to read another
extract from Professor Atkinson’s speech
delivered at the Commereial Traveilers’
Ciub, He said—

There was only omne nation which
sadopted what economists considered the
sound policy of financing to the greatest
possible extent out of taxation, and as
little as possible from loans. The only
country which had the courage and wis-
dom to do that was Great Brifain. At
the present time they had the spectacle
of Britain raising by taxation four times
as much as before the war—a feat with-
out parallel in history. The Americans
on the other hand, bloated as they were
with war-made wealth, bad a remarkable
epportunity to finance their share in the
war almost entirely from taxation, bui
they ignored it, and financed by huge
bonds. The financial position of Austra-
lia would have been much stronger if her
Government had financed far more from
taxation and .far less from loans than it
did. The other great countries at war
financed almost entirely from loans, a
fact which showed how splendidly heroic
was the British policy.
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If we are in earnest about the position as
it applies 'to Australia, and to onr own
State, it is not by fHoating loana that we
«an improve it. To my mind, and I regret
to say it, it will be by an equitable and
Just ingrease in taxation, and the people
of Western Australia must be prepared to
face that position if they are really anxious
to lift the debt from the State. I comse
next *to the question of the settlement of
returned soldiers and I would like to give

my commendation to the Goverament for-

the measure of success which has attended
their efforts in this direction. I have had
congiderable experience in connection with
the settlement of returned men in my elec-
torate, and I am glad to say judging from
the. letters T have receivéd and from the
vigits of inspection I have been able to
make, and also judging from the increased
ares under crop and the increased clearing
which is taking place in the South-Wesgtern
part of the State, there is every indication
that the policy adopted by the Mitehsll
Government will give satisfactory results.
T realise. that the successful settlement of
returned men lies in the repurchase of
partially improved properties. But it was
with regret that [ received an answer fo
my question the other day that with regard
to the settlement in Australia of ex-
TImperial men, that settlement will take
place mainly on virgin land. If secttlement
on virgin land was not good enough for our
own men who are cognisant of the condi-
tions and are inwred to the life and are
thoroughly fitted for the development of
the country, how much more unjnst and
difficnlt will it be for those men who have
never seen Australia and kwow nothing of
its conditiona? The FPremier’s reply to my
question was that the time was foo limited,
or that it had been left too long to take
any steps in that direction. Yet I remem-
ber, since my advent in this Chamber, hear-
ing the Premier enlarge upon the necessity
for improving the country before selection.
The Premier: It should be dome, too.
Hon, P. Colier: Tt was included in the
poliey drawn up by & committee - appointed
by the Lefroy Government of which the pres-
ent Premier was a member. . -

Mr., PICKERING: If we are in earnsst
about our immigration policy and we make
enough mong about it, we should be deing
our utmost to make the position so that when
these people come here there will be a cer-
tainty of them being able to make good. I
am spesking from practical experience
extending over 15 years of pioncering
on virgin country, and that has
near tuined me. When I first took up
land I had some years of experience of Aus-
tralia. I do not know how I would have fared
but for that experience. I will admit that
the area I took up was absurdiy large, but it
was an area which was foisted on me by a
land agent at that time whaose policv it was
to get rid of as much land as possible.

Mr. Troy: That was a mistake,

Jjolly -
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~ Mr, PICKERING: The first thing that
should concern the Government is to make
eertain that the successful settlement of the
retirned men will be assured. All the areas
taken np by them should be partially im-
proved. It need not be necessary to improve
them too much, but they should be sufficiently
improved to give these men a chance to get
gomething in immediately they take up the
property. The Government should alse have
depfts ready where the new arrivals eould
be trained in the’ various phases of agricul-
tural work. A man who takes up land in the
Sonth-West may get hold of impenetrable
and heavily timbered eountry, and he has nu
idea, unless he has had previous experience,
how to tackle the work. Tt is important also
that the settlements should have every possi-
ble convenience in the way of schools, tele-
phones, post offices, halls, ete.,, so that when
the new arrivals go there, there may be some
additional inducements to Keep them on the
land.

Hon. P. Collier: In the South-West only
small  holdings will be rtequired and those
facilities should not be difficult to provide,

Mr. PICKERING: That iz so. I want to
refer briefly to the question ¢f mining for
oil. I have given notice of motion in this
connection and therefore to-night I only pro-
pose to deal briefly with the question becauss
I intend to refer at length to it when submit-
ting the motion, unless the Minister satisfies
me that he is in earnest about it. But I want
to give a brief quotation from a bhook en-
titled ‘‘The Oil Conquest of the World,”’
which will show to members how vitally im-
portant this business is. -The quotation is as
follows :— ’

What do we get from petroleumf Tf thig
question were subnitted to the average in-
dividual, probably he would produee & list
comprising « round half-dozen articles—
those with which he is most famniliar, such
ag petrol or gasolene, naphtha, paraffin, or
kerosene and lubricating oil. True, this cata-
logue would be fairly complets, but it could
be dismissed as imperfect, sinee it would
indicate only the broad groupings of these
series of produets, It is not conclusive,
for the simple reason that each classifica-
tion is divided and subdivided to meet the
requirements of exacting commerce. As &
matter of fact, over 200 different products
are derived from petroleum, each of which
commands a distinet' marketable value, but
the majority of which are unknown to the
general public, because they are utilised as
substitutes, or in little known industries,
such as medicine and the manufacture of
aniline dyes. One would not be far wrong
if one expressed the opinion that the com-
munity to-day eats, drinks, and sleeps—in
faet exists—upon  petroleum. The fact
that a round 200 articles are obtained from
this liquid mineral conveya a vivid impres-
sion of the varied requirements which  the
navseating, uuprepossessing, raw material
is mafe to.fulfll, and alse of the immense
_fdemand that is made upon the chem’st to
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it the products for suck an array of ap-
. plication. It emphasises the extremeé de.
, pendence whieh the world af large is forced

" to place wpon oil to-day. Mankind cannot

possibly get along without it. A Tt is the

most useful and ubiquitous servant which

“has ever been revealed.

L have taken a big interest in this guestion
in its application to mining. Since I haveo
been i the House it has been my privilege
to voice an earnest wish that succeeding Min-
isters for Mines should make a real_ effort 'to
place this indusiry on a proper basis. I ap:
proached the late Minister for Mines and L
have approached the present Minister; not

indirectly, but throngh the medium of this

House, but unfortunately -up to' date nothing
has been done in'this mitter. There are 1n

Western Australia to-day companies only too:

anxious to exploit this industry. But they
cannot get a straight-out statement from the
Minister as to’ whether he is prepared to
afford them necessary facilities. And when
we approach the question of forfeiture and
other essential questions, it is foumd to be
very difficult to get this industry on a proper
basis. o .

The Ministér for Mines: That statement is
not correct. . . )

Mr. PICKERING: Turn to the treatment
you have meted out to me. )
The Minister for Mines: You say that
these ‘campanies cannot got a statement from

me. .
Mr. PICKEERING: Well, I have not been
able to do s0. )
The Minister for Mines: Yoy ean get it
any time you like to come along for it.
My, PICKERING: I am glad to hear that
the Government are at last preparéd to con-
sider the placing of the industry on a proper
footing. It is to be hoped that the Govern-
ment will not put sueh a value on the area
required as to preclude the necessary search-
ing for the oil, and that they will not, by
their terms, preclude the exploitation of the
0il resources when found. The only reason-
able basis is the pound for pound basis.
The Minister for Mines: We will give them
‘the right to lift the oil if they can discover
it ‘

it.

-Mr. PICKERING: Will you give ns the
right to take the oilt :

The Minister for Mines: No.

Mr. PICKERING: :Are you going to look
for it yourselfd

The Minister for Mines:
at present. :

.Mr. PICKERING: It is the dunty of a
country to do its best to assist in the ex-
ploitation of its oil resources. )

The Minister for Mines: I am not going
to forget my respongibilities to the State by
giving away its resources in that fashion.

~Mr. PICKERING: WNow I comc to the
guestion of the forest industry of the Btate,
a.primary industry in which naturally 1 am
interested. The longer I am in this House
the more do I learn to appreciate the value
of that measure which was put on the statnte-
book by the then Minister for Forests. Too
long have the forests of the State been ex-

I am a bit busy
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ploited. When we consider the position of
the forests and the wood supply of the world,
it must be borne in upon members how vitally
necessary it is that we should eonserve our
forests. 1 find that the forests in America,
from which is taken the wood pulp required’
for paper making, are likely to cut ont in
another 25 years at the present rate of con-
sumption. Se far as I. am aware we have
none of that pulp in Western Australia, and

it therefore seems essential that the policy

of conservation and reafforestation should be.
observed. .

Hon. P. Collier: And -very rigidly, too.

Mr, PICKERING: Yes, very rigidly, too.
And it is neeessary that we should at once
sec about planting the varieties of ' treck
which T have .indicated. We should do our
utmost to assist the Conservator of Foreats
becanse we have to thank him for having
brought us to realise the importance of our
forests. On the whole the State owes a deep
debt of pgratitude to the Conservator- of
Foresta. -

Hon, P. Collier: To me, rather, for having
appointed him. )

Mr, PICKERING: Yes, to yon for having
appointed bhim. T should like to add my
tribute to the leader of the Opposition for
having made such an appointment. v

The Minister for Mires::I had to -approve
of the appeintment. R ﬁ

Mr, PICKERING: I am not going to make
tkis a mutual admiration society. I note also
that there ig in the Speech some reference to
our seeondary imdusiries. I am glad to-aee
a recognition of secondary indusiries, and to
know that the Govermment say that our sec-
ondary industries are steadily expanding and
that the Government will continue to give to
these every possible encouragement -gnd ag-
gistance in order that wider avenues of em-.
ployment may be afforded to the people and
additional sources of wealth exploited.

Hon. P. Collier: That is delightfully

Zeneral,

Mr. PICKERING: It is, I am not sure
what it means. Perhaps the Minister will
tell ua. . } .

The Minister for Mines: See for yourself
what it says. .

Mr. PICKERING: It does not say much.
I am glad to know that we have established
in this State a chemical factory. I believe
it is going to do mueh to further the de-
velopment of some of owr primary industries,
such as manganese. I believe this factory
has in conjunetion with it a vast store of-
manganese, and .that this will require some
asgigtance being afforded the company in the
way of facilities to deal with this manganess,
which is of considerahle value, :

The Minigter for Mines: The company is
not making the value. '

Mr. PICKERING: No, but it is going to
develop it. There are also porcelain works
and paint-milling works. What I hope to
see established as soon as possible. is the
woollen industry,

The Minister for Mines: Hear, hear!
are on the move with that, :

We
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"Mr. PICKERING: I am glad of it. We
are faced with the difficulty of getting skilled
workmen for these special trades. Take the
porcelain works, which it was my privilege
to open, much to the annoyance of the mem-
ber for East Perth (Mr. Hardwick). One of
the troubles which confront this important
work is the absence of skilled workmen. The
managenent have gone to the Eastern States
in an endeavour to find the men, but unfor-
tonately the men "were not available, and so
it is necessary for the management to send
to England for ‘those men. The moment those
men are engaged under contract there will be
trouble about bringing them into the State.
That trouble must be- overcome, beéause we
have not the skilled men in the Biate, and if
we want to educate our own people we must
bring out trained men to do it.- I hope the
Government will assigt in this direetioon.

The Minister for Mineg: It-is a Federal:

matter,
Mr. PICKERING: Then perhaps the Gov-
ernment will make representations to the
Federal authontles If we are to establish
these works it is essential that we have men
who understand the work.
Hon. W, C. Angwin:

Where are you to
get the trained ment

"Mr, PICEERING: The mangager te]ls 0§,

they can be obtained in England. The lack
of skilled labour is one of the biggest prob-
lems confronting Western Australia.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: They are 200,000
short in England.

Mr. PICKERING: That is so, and there-
fore we cannot look to England for the’ sln]led
labour. we require.

The Minister for Mines: You only want
8 percentage of trained men to frain oihers,

"Mr. PICKERING: Exactly. We have
tried the system of apprenticeship and fonnd
it impracticable. But there are one or twe
methods whieh have been exploited with anc-
cess. Ome has been tried in Germany. All
are prepared td adwmit that before the war
Germany was one of the most pﬂ'ie;ent eonn-
tries in the world.

Mr. Green: This is disloyalty!

Mr. PICKERING: I am speaking not
from the point of loyalty but from the
point of truth, -

Hon. P. Collier: Ave they them ineom-
patible? . '
[The Speaker resumed the Chair.)

Mr, PICKERING: The point T am dealing
with is efficiency, and before the war effici-
ency predominated in Germany more than in
any other country. The system they hkad
was to license master tradesmen, and instead
of the work being let ont to general con-
tractors, each licensed tradesman dealt with
his particular line in the particular building
where it was carried- on, and therefore he

had 2 continuous staff working . under him, .

and so it was pessible to train apprentices.
It worked very well in Germany; whether
we can introduce it here remains to be seen.
Take the plumbing trade. Because we
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license our plumbers we have very little diffi-
culty in getting licensed plumbers. So I be-
lieve it would be an improvemént if we
aflopted such a system throughout, or, fail-
ing that, if we adopted the system obtaining
in Switzerland, where an inspectorial staff
attached to the Education Depsartment ex-
amines the school children with a view to
discovering their special aptitude and equip-,
ping them wuntil they become qualified me-
chanics in variouvs trades, T think the Gov-
eimment should, if necessary, go so far as not
cnly to make the training of su¢h children
free, but to supply them with pocket money
during the time they are engaged in learn-
ing their trade. This is a possible solution
of the greatest dlﬁiculty we are confronted
with, and I bhope the Government will try
to evolve some method by which we shall be
able to look forward to a future in which
there will he an ample supply: of skilled
workmen. Like other members I must refer
to' the Civil Bervice .strike. The. leader of
the Opposition quoted a letter I wrote re-
garding the strike. T would like to tell the
hon, member that that was nof the first

'letter I wrote on the subject.

, Jones: Oh, we all know that,

Mr PICKERING: There is o letter which’
even the member for Fremantle does not
know of, and I intend to read it to show
that T had & lively recoghition of the coming
event before it eventnated. On the 23rd.
January, 1920, I wrotc to the Premier in
the following terms:—

Your attention must have been drawn
to the fact that the Civil Service is taking

a ballot on the question of sirike or no

strike, I wventure to think that this ballot

is placing many loyal officers in an equi:
voeal position, It is unfortunate at this
juncture . that Parliament iz not sitting,
and consequently members are not
afforded the opportunity to express their
wviews with regard to this erisis, Recog-
niging this fact, I think it my dunty to
suggest for your consideration the desir-
ability of an immediate reorgamsahon of
the Civil Service, with a view to a reduc-
tion ir nwmbers; and an iverease of emelu- -

_ments for the restricted staff, There are,

of course, some departments which are

considerably undermanned,.but I think in
the main that a tonsiderable reduetion

-might be easily effected. This will, doubt-

less, cause congiderable bardship .on- the .

retrenched, but will result in a morae effi-

cient and sa.tlsﬂed gervice. .

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Are you sure tha(: iz
trua? :

“Mr, PICKERING: ‘That is my opm:on

Hon: W. C. Angwin: You did not say it.
was your opinion; you said it was so.

The Minister for Mines: Tt was not muoelr
to go om. .

Mr. PICEERING: True, hut what did the
Government - do; they let "the thing slip on
and on until there was a strike.

The Minister for Mines: That is not cor-
rect.
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.Mr. PICKERING: That is my opinion,
. Mz, Jones: That is a very good letter.
Mr, PICKERING: I felt it my duty, as
the representative of a constitueney, to say
what I thought, and I am prepared to stand
by what I write and say.
Hon, P, Collier: Can you tell us what the
pledge was® .
Mr, PICKERING: The pledge which I
allege was made, I am told was not a pledge
_at all. One way to get the Civil Service on
sound lines is to have it reorganised by ex-
perts appointed to go through every depart-

ment, experts who are conversant with the

work and who ¢ould thoroughly reorganise
the serviee. :

Hon, W. C. Angwin:
get the experts?

The Minister for Mines: That is the point.

Mr, PICKERING: There are men outside
the service. |
~Hon, W. C. Angwin:
do it.

The Minister for Works:
logt in o fog in five minutes, ‘
Mr. PICKERING: Let us get rid of that
fog. . ’

The Minister for Mineg: It is worse than
a smoke screen.

Mr. PICKERING: It is about .time we
got at the.root of the evil and cleared it
away. .

The Ministér for Mines;
the job?

Mr. PICKERING: Yes,
that the Government pay me my fees.
not going to seab on a job like that.

Mr. Jones: Now we understand the
atrength of all -this. .

Mr, PICKERING: I have never hesitated
to express my opinions or proposals in cop-
nection with the Oivil Bervice, and I am pre-
pared to face the music. Unless the Govern-
ment are prepared to have the departments
thoroughly imvestigated dnd reorganised,
they will not be fulfilling their duty fo the
State. The Government will have to face the
position of retrénchment in the OCivil Ser-
vice, and they will have to give proper pay
for proper work, I do not advocate re-
atricted pay to .any man, Every man is
worthy of good' pay so long as he gives a
fair return for the money. The majority of
employers to-day do not care how much they
pay so long as they get a return commen-
surate to the payment. ’

“Mr. Lutey: You do not know the minipg
industry. .

Mr, PICKERING: No; I am refefring to
the building and. farming industries, with
which I am conversant. T am satisfied that
the majority of employere in those indus-
tries are prepared to pay good money for
good work. One of the main things we must
look for in the Civil Service is efficiency, and
the head of a department who ¢an show that
his department i3 run more cheaply than an-
other should gebt the highest pay and .the best
-poaition.

Where would you

They would never
They would ‘be

Will you take on

on condition
I am
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The Minister for Works: How could you
get comparisons for a thing of that sort?

Mr, PICKERING: I am not occupying
a departmental position but, if I were in the
position of the Minister for 'Works, 1 should
certainly try to solve the guestion, I believe
it ig possible to cut down our Accounts De-
partment congiderably. Why mnot have one
department to deal with the accounts for the
whole of the gservice? Ia some e¢ountry towns
in this State we find as many as five pay-,
masters. .

The Minister for Works: Oh, no!

Mr, PICKERING: It is a fact.

- The Minister for Works; That was
stopped years ago. -

Mr., PICKERING: There were five pay-
masters in ove town. This shows the neces-
gity for reorganisation, and the sconer it is
taken in hand the better. There is another
point in connection with the Civil Service,
namely the guestion of housing, The soomer
we can bring about a better condition with
regard to- the office aceommodation, and the
sooner we can put the offices on commercial
lines, the socner we shall get the Government
service on business lines. The smoke screens
and fogs are mainly due to the walla that
separate’ the different departments. Go to
the Works Depaitment, '

Hon, W. C, Angwin: That is due to the _
buildings.

Mr. PICKERING: As soon as money can
be made available to improve the buildings,
it should be done, for such work would repay
us,

Hon, W, C, Angwin: Pull down the lot and
rebuitd§ :

The Minister for Mines: But you think we .
have no right to spend money in the metro-
politan area.

Mr. PICKERING: This is a business pro-
position. :

The Minigter for Works: You take the
Bducation and Mines offices and see if yon
can improve on them. '

Hon, P. Collier: You could not improve on*
them, '

-Mr, PICKERING: The Minister has done
that work well.” I'wish to refer to the ques-
tion of main roads, I think we might, with -
benefit to the State, adopt something of the
prineiples of the country road -board Aot of -
Victoria, It is evident that our present
system of maintaining main roads is ‘any-
thing ‘but adequate. We have the poorest
main road system of any State in the Com-
monwealth. Victoria has a central road hoard
which was financed to the éxtent of four mil-
lion pounds to start with. It was a good
start. ' :

"The Minister for Mines: That is the dif-
ference between Vietoria and Western Ans-
tralia. o ..

"Mr. PICKERING: This. board has .éntire |
control of the main roads, It ean deviate, .
alter them, lay them ovt, and do what it
likes, Tt can earry on all work that is neces-
sary, independent of the individual boards.

The country boards will not take the neces-
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sary action. They will not Jevy the requisite
Tates, or deviate the roads for fear of offend-
ing their neighbours, and they do not
dlways tgke the essiest grades. This Act

enables the central road board to control all

roads, to take the best contours, to get the
material where they require it and to spend
the fuoney where it is most needed. It would
be worth while for the Mipister for Works
to stody this Act if he has not already done
so, with a view to making some amendments
to our own Reads Act.

Hon., P. (Qollier: That is the only weak

point about the Minister for Works—the main
roads. ‘
Mr, PICKERING: I must call the atten-
tion of the Minister for Railways to the
question of motor traffic. I shall be glad
1o make available to him, as was suggested by
the member for York, certain information
with regard to gasolene Propelled motor cars
for inter-urban serviee.

Hon. P. Collier: Information from Canada?

Mr. PICKERING: From Illinois, I think..

I have some information from the ‘‘Railway
and Locomotive Engineer Magazine’’ and
froin the ‘‘Secientific American.’’

The Minister for Mines: 1 have a better
one; from England.

My, PICKERING: I am not advocating
anything from America; I shall be better
pleased if the Minister can get what he wants
from England.

The Mlmster for Mines: I shail lend it to

on,

Mr, PICKERING: I shall be pleased fo
read it. It hes been demonstrated that this
system of traffic on spur lines and short coun-
try lines can be used at considerable profit
andl saving. This State has been crying out
for locomotion of this description for years,
and the least the Minister for Railways ean
do is to introduce one or two of these cars
and experiment with them.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Petrol carst

Mr. PICKERING: Yes.

Hon, W. C. Angwin:
cheaper there than it is here. L

The Minister for Mines: They have not
proved successful in Australia. They have
been experimented with a good deal in Nevi'
South Wales, the latest type, too:

Mr. PICKERING: T am anxious that pro-
per facilities should be afforded to the people
in the eountry.

The Minister for Mines: Wa are adver-
tising throngh the Agent General for three
two-ton petrol engines, together with gosches
and wagons.

Mr, PICKERTNG: I am glad to hear that.
The position in Western Australia is very
urgent because we cannot give a frequent ser-
vice. The saving of labour and the reduced
cost of running motors would enable us to run
two trains where, at the present time, only
one can be run, and they would also be pro-
fitable to the department.

Mr. Lutey: What about trying them on the
goldfieldst

[6]

Petrol is' much
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Mr, PICKERING: I have no objection to
these cars being tried all over the State so
long as they are a paying proposition, There
are one or two matters concerning my district
to which I wish to refer, I want to know
when we are going to get the long promised
Margaret River railway. Authority has been
in existence for its construction for a loug
time and tenders have been called. L am in-
formed that the conditions in the tender sub-
mitted were so unsatisfactory that local peo-
ple conld not tender for the work. The Pre-
mier should realise the absolute necesslty and
urgent need for giving to people in the
Augusta and Margaret River districts facili-
ties which they have lacked for some 60 years.

Mr, O’Loghlen: You put that proposition
up every year,

Mr, PICEERING: And I intend to do so
every year.

‘Mr, O’Laghlen: Then yon ought to with-

‘draw your support.

Mr, PICEERING: T am thinking seriously
of deing so. If I camnot get it, there will be
trouble. A maternity ward at the Busselton
hospital is an urgent need. Notwithttanding
the high cost of material, it is essential that
this convenien¢e should be afforded. I hope
the Premier will realise the need for it. I
have written about it again and again, and
I am tired of being put off with exeuses,
becange I know that the amount of money in-
volved is so small,

Mr, O'Loghlen:
ous infention? -

Mr. PICKERING: He tells me that he has.

Mr. O’Loghlen:” The Government put you
off year after year and it is getting monot-
oRous,

Mr. PICKERING: Counsiderable dissatis-
faction has been expressed in my ¢lectorate
over the appointment of a Swede to control
one of the tuary mills. - There were several .
applicants amongst a number of. millers, and
yet this Swede was picked eut in preferenee
to the others.

‘Mr. OfLoghlen: What is his name?

Mz. PICEERING: T think it is Nailson.
I hope the Premier will give his attention to
this matter.

Mr. O'Loghlen:
Brookhampton?

Mr. PICEERING: That has been the sub-
ject of deputations to the Minister for Mines,
and I frust that they will result in justice
being done to that portion of my electorate.
I have not hesitated to complain about the in-
iquitous freights impesed wpon the people of
the farming districts for goods carried over
the railways. The farmers contend that they
pay the whole of the freights in Western
Australia.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: How is it they do it?

Mr. PICKERING: Because we pay for
everything that goes to the eity and for every-
thing that comes from the city. If we send
anything to Perth we are debited with the
freight upon it, and if we get anything from
Peorth we are again debited with the freight.

Has the Premier any seri-

Have you dealt with
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Hon. W, (. : The farmers should
provide for themselves tha.t which they need.

Mr. PICKERING: They cannot provide
themselves with. ¢lothes, with sugar, with tea,
znd with numerous other_ things. Anything
that acts detrimentally. to the- settlement of
the land and injuripusly affeets the primary
producer is inimical to the development of
this country.. .

On motion by- Hon W G, Angwm, debate
adjourned. .

House adjourned at 10.38 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.am,, and read prayers.

SWEARING-IN..

The Hon. Ephraim Mayo Clarke, who was
‘not present when members were sworn in
after the biennial elections, took and sub-
seribed the oath and signed the roll )

OBITUARY—HON, HENRY DAGLISH.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hen.
H. P, Colebatch—East) [435]: “Hon. mem-
bers will have observed, I am sure with a
great deal of regret, the aunouncement in
this morning’s newspaper of the death of
the Hon, Henry Daglish, 2 gentleman who
for the past 20 years has played a pro-
minent part in the public life of Western
Australia. His friends, among whom may
be counted many old parliamentary asso--
cigtes, are well aware that for some time
past he had been in failing health; and
those of us who saw him 1mmedm.te]y prior
to his departure for the Eastern States to
seek treatment, cannot but have heen im-
pressed  with the splendid fortitude with
which he hore his sufferings and his anxi-
eties. Tt was just after the consummation of
Pederation ithat Afr. Daglish first becgme
a member of the Parliament of Western Aus-
tralia. He was elected for Subiaco as its
first Labour member. The Labour party at

‘and his death.
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that_ time Was 2 ngw ‘party, g small party,
and a, struggling party; . bot se conspicupus
was the ability ‘of Mr. Daglish that when,
about three years ‘later, it fell to, the_ loi of
the’ Labonr party to assime the reins of
goverriment in this State, he was by common
consent chosen ag its leader, and became the
first Labour Premier of Western Aust.raha.
Subsequently he held office as a Minister in

a Niberal Administration, and in all he re-
presented the eleetorate of Subiaco through
the lifetime of four Parliaments. After
leaving pohtleal life- he rendered very im-
portant serviee to the comwunity as a mem-
ber of the Arbitration Court, "Whather as a
public Bervant, as a member of Parliament,
as a Minister of the Crown, or as Premier of
this State, he devoted himself with single-
ness of purpoese to the best interests of this
country; aud those of us who were inti-
mately acquhinted with him eannot fail to
feel the deepest sympathy with the almost
tragic eircumstances of his lingering illness
I am gure that our sym-
pathies go out to Mrs. Daglish and the de-
ceased gentleman’s family in their bereave-
ment. I move—

That this House desires to place on re-
cord its appreciation of the publiec ser-
vices rendered to the State by the late
Hon. Henry Daglish, and to express its
deepest sympathy with his family in the
loss they have sustained; and that the
President be requested to forward the
foregoing resolution to the widow of the
deceased gentleman.

Hon. J. EWING (Bouth-West) [4.38]). It
is with very- deep regret indeed that 1
rise to second the motion meved by the
leader of the House. I can claim to have
been a personal friend of the late Mr. Dag-
lish, I admired him in his politieal life, and
I always found him a staightforward,
honourable, and generous man. It was my
privilege during the last two or three years
to meet him very often, and I can endorse
the statement of the leader of the Hontze
that the deceased gentleman’s fortitnde was
quite remarkable. He gave very faithful
and good service to the State. Although I
was opposéd .to him in politics while I sat
in another Chamber, T always found him a
generous leader of his party, and a man
willing and anxious at all times to further
the interests of the State. It is with very
deep regret that T second the motion.

Hon, J. W. HICKEY (Central) [4.89]: 1
desire to add my expressions of regret to
those which have been uttered by the mover
and seconder of the motion, and I believe I
am expressing the opinion of all with whom
I am associated when I say that the deepest
sorrow is felt that there should be need
for the motion. While I came into close
contact with the decease@ gentleman, T
had political differences with him on ocea-
sion; but I always found him a good friend
and an homourable opponent. In his position



